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COKER 


1. John Corker (Coker) sailed for Virginia on the Neptune, aged 
20 in 1618, Hotten lists among his living in Virginia in 1623- 
Mr. Caloker, Mrs. Caloker, and infant Cal.cker eat James City. He 
was a member of the House of Burgesses from Surry County 1632/3 
and 1644/45. He died in Surry County about 16 . : 


2, John Coker lived in Lawne Creek Parish, Surry County’ on the 
Blackwater and died in 1720. His wife Margaret d--- died in 1722 


naming great grandchildren in her will. 


3, William Coker lived in Surry County referred to in his 


mother's will in 1721. 


4.  dohn Coker, living in 1741, married Jane Bennett, daughter 
of Richard Bennett of Isle of Wight County. 


5. Henry Coker died in Southempton County, Virginia in 1790. 


He married Hannah «-<e=, 


Duph cota 


6. denathan Coker died in Southampton County in 1787, He 
Married Mary ecoWe, 


7. Eli Coker died in Southampton County in 1644, He married 
Susan Gilliam January 5, 1814. She was the daughter of arthur 


Gilliam and his wife Mary James, 


8. Iaoy Gilidam Coker married John Burwell Barrett. 


9. Anne Elizabeth Coker born in 1850, married Sylvanus Hines who 


Gied in 1913. 


10. William Washington Hines born married 
Lottie Louise Williamson, 


1l. Louise 


Coker : | 





the name firct appears in the esrly Virginia re- 
covds tc Coker, Corker snd Coffer. vhe form both 
voler auc Coffer is used among the present dee 
scendiut: of the femily. 


John Coker cine on the "Neptune® «sed 20 in 1618. 
Ve Histe ilugte VOLe AALV, De Bb9e 


Hotten's List-Living in Virginia: wr, Calcker, 
‘ys, Caleker, intent Calcker at eames City 
February 16, i623. 


Kram bas siimutes oy the Council vnd Ceneral Court; mn 


fhe aeposition of co. Cokcy t kan before Capt. 

William dukker ye xx) dey of November 3.624, touch- 

ins ye Gillevence vetbween Uept. Kaphe Hamer and | 
eustinisnu Gooper and his wife. wveposition was 

signed John Coker. 


John Coker sayeth he was servint to Ensign dames 
Herriecon. YE yosition, vecember 1624, 
page 35. 


(Juctinien Cooper married the widow of Jemee Her- 
rison} 


Justienian Goopee takes up 1050 ceres in warrickscugaxke 
LS Cept. 1656, upon the head of Lawnes Creek. 50 i. 
for his personal edventure and 1000 acres for trans~ 
porting £0 persons, among them is John Coker, 

vavaliors und Pioneers, pe 47. 
In less than six months after the above grant is 
recorded, we find his name spelled Corker instead of 

“~ voker,. Cave & P16. De 64, 


John vorker had « great of six acres on James Island 
recorce 19, iad. 1637. , Cave & Pio. p, Sl. 
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He and his grunt are mentioned Feb. 1638, Ibid, p03. 
Be has another grent at domes Island. 1640. Ibid, p.124 


By Nove 10, 1642, he is recordea as having transported 
four person. | Ibid, p13? 


John vorxer's land is mentioned ay belngat the head of 
Grey's Creek unc Smith's rort Creek in 1644. Ibid,P.152. 


His land is inentioned as being adjavont to rhomas “ar- 
ren in 1649. did, pe 185. 


_ John Corker's wvuant of 1150 ceres in Surry at the hesd 
or Gray's Creek is revorded 20 March 1657. 500 acres 
purchased cr John «wempge in 1669 aad 650 acres patented 
Les a LOD. ibid, pe O74 6 


In 16:0, teere bs Loose spellims; of tue neme in the 
records, when the namo is Spelled Corker and Coffer in 
vhG SOuC tants | 


John oplilviuuss, L100 acres, Jainse City County, Nov. 
16, 1648 lycing adout 14 miles above the head of Smith8s 
Fort Creek, bounded westerly upon the lend of John Cork- 
er and aly upon a swamp which parts it from the land of 
Thomas warren, 50 acres formerly pronted to iiilliam 
Coffer, eb. 10, 1640 and purchased of him for trans- 
porting Vorothy Bishopp (Was this the wife Dorothy (7) ) 

Tbid, p. 185. 


rom" Colonial bames in che State of Virginia, History 
and hesister:; : 


John Corker. Born in England about 1600, died in 
Virginia 1655. wesided in Va., 1632-55. Member 
of the House of Burgesses, 1632-33 and. 1lod4-<5, 


the Oldest record in Surry County, cated April 30,1652 
is the account of the meeting of the County Court. 
Signed John Corker, Clerk. | 








John Corker receipts a bill thet whomas Gray pays, 


Jane 3, 165). An indenture between John Corker of 
surry anc others for lund on ‘wan's Creek. Ibid, p.76 


of us Dovwfhay Mo Coad a ch lye, Yao. kia 


Deposition of re. vorothy Corker, «aged 8, May 1689. 
Ibid, p. 130 


Dect of 169 ccres by whomas Nolfe to jillian Corker 
June 10, 1657. ‘Teste, dohn Corker. Ibid, pe 55 


George Corker suils cattle tc George Blow,.. May 7, 1661. 


Gd + CoD Lorn Coleen Qonns iu) fed a 


— ey the-elder i; “- 
: 35 o eOhn Corker, Cente. and Capte william 
Corker umikxkux sonng and heirsysto John Corker sell 
to Christophe: Vaughen land caja ing -piltimber. 
Sq : Ibid, De pale 5 


he Sti Cy Yous 
curry Ek. 1, pug 
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Williem Corker of ‘ames “ity, do in behalf of my father 
Mir, John Corker, make over to wej. Marriot and heirs ete. 


The last will ond testament of tir. Thomas warren of 
Surry wes provod in Cte, by John Corker, #illiem thom. 
son and probate was cranted to #illism ticrren the son 
of Thomas iearren. 1670. 

iinutes of the tenerel Court of va. 


John Coker was a witness to the marriage of Hugh Srasste 
end Serah Champion. May 14, 3680. 
quaker xecords; Lower. Virginia ieeting. 
Records; 1676-1727. 


=n 
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John Coker vas 6 witness to the will of Henry Gombe 
in Iele of Wight. Oct. 17, 1677, 
Ie of We We & De. Bee 2, pe 156. 


John Coker has a crent of 400 ecres on the S. W%, side . 

of Cypregs Swanp in ye Lower Parish of Surry ounty 

for transporting eight persons. April 20, 84. 
Lend.Office, 3k. 5, pe S71 


John Coker rcnevs the ebove patent and hat a new crant 
of 1050 ucres, adjacent to the fizst putente1l450 acres 
in CYPrese ~ Werap of ye muin Blackwater in the Lower 
Perish of Surry “Younty., April 20, 1685. 
Lend Offica Bk. D, Pe 464. 


John Coker and Margaret his wife of Lewes Ck. Parish 
sell to Ficharé Bennett the younger of the Upper Per- 
ish of fole of <isht, 450 scres ranted the sd. Corker. 
“pril £0, 1685, on Blackwater and in the Perish of 
 Lawnes M700he ifareh 3, 1637/8, aS 
(RoW Rae Surry Ble 3, pe 2a. ie 


Sheva nabs 


John Coker and .isrgaret his wife sell to “==<2 Hill, 
100 aeres adfoining ichard dennett, being pert of 
the pase potent. duly 5, 1690. Loid, Pe Led. 


i © fF tc 


Sam i wer 
Jonn Coker of Jawnes Creok and wife Margaret to !liza- 
both Coutield, LOO fxeres bought of the Hon. John Lear, 
april 11, 1693. Ibid, peidb. 


' Ga, Glam .° Soke Poatilh 


John Egker os aire to Jion Hill for 1600 pounde of 
tobiaco, 1 be ae adjoining xichard 
bennett. ti 5 a Loic, pe 143. 


John Coker of Iuwnes Creek Parish, Surry Younty to 
Anthony Evans, land adjoining Zion Hill. 
D. Ted. 15, 1692. Ree. ilarch 16, 1714. 


surry Bk. S e wales 
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John Coker to Same), Yasser, 70 acres on Cypress Swamp. 
Popt. 3, 1716. Surry Bke 1716-30, pe 111. 


In i chard Bonnett's will deted 1720 he mentions Mrs cohn 
Coffer s patent of land of 1450 aores, Gin Corker'’s 
putent for 1450 acres is recorded in 1685. Sy 


John Color livec to a good o1d ago. His will is dated in 
1711 ond recorded in 1720. | 


WA11 of John Coker of Surry on Blackwater, being sicldy, 
to son Willian Coker during his netural life 100 acres 
of land at wy upper old slentution and efter his decease 
to his.son John Coker forever; loving «lfe Margarett¢ all 
the rest of my lands anc sstnte Torever. Jife Extx. 

ay 22,.1721. Oct. 19, 1729. 


Hits j 
yr ae 4 cf Liter able, Surry Bk. 1715-30, p. 28l. 


Will of Margseccet Coker of Sawnes Croek Parish, widow; to 
eranason Jolin Cokes 59 seres of land in Surry County, heing 
the land on which he lives beginning on James Bennett's 
Line and edjoining the Land of Same] Vasser; to John Coker 
Jr., thet is the son of my srandson John VYoker, 2350 acres 
of land in Surry om ths %. side of Cyvpreas Swemp, @. of 
oamuel Vasser and . of witliam Coker'’& land, if he should 
die roversion to his brothcr Thomas Voker or his heirs. IJ 
appoint John Coker the father of sd. child and Anthony 
Fvans to hold and keep the .sd, land in sheir possession 
until the sd. John Coker, dre, shall be wet the agc of 18 
years; grnpdson John Coke: several bejucsts of things at 
my son William Coker's ani all the rest of my estate that 
Zt have at wy son William Coker sc, I give to sd. cons crand- 
son Jvohn Coker all the res} of "my estate in general. 
EXe, grandson John Coker. 

Seopte 21, L7fle Dede 20, 1721. 

Wit. Thowas Atkinson, John bniizips, Lriselila Coker. 

’ ourry Bks 1715-30, De 584, . 


The followin indenture chows that Hargaeret's -randson 
and greatewranison John were living in 1741. 

John Coker of couthwark Parish to John Moreing 59 acres 
on Cypress Swe, running to Jamos Bennett's line, Se to 
John Joker dr, and E. to Mary Vesser. 

41%. damos Langston, Jemes Bennett, Ceorge Delk, 

John Coker, Je hiny 20, 1741. BK. 3, p.319. 








‘ig ane : Duplreate 


Will of Richard Sennett of the Upper Parish of Isle of 
Wight; son Richard 200 acres; son ----- (torn) 200 acres 
being part taken out of Mr. John Coffer's& patent of land 
of 1450 acres; to Jane Coffer and her sons Robert Coffer 
and John Coffer mynplantation where I now live, being the 
land formerly bought of Mr. im, Miller; to Richard Coffer 
my leng gun; to Magdalen Coffer; to Frances Mangum my 
granddaughter; to my daughter Silvestra. Exs., Jane 
Coffer and William Allen; estate to be equally divided 
emong my children. Overseers, John und “ames Cartery my 
trusty friends, : 

March 30, 1720. May 23, 1720. 

Wit. John Carter, James Carter, \iilliam Allen, Sr. 

Isle of Wight Great Bke, pe 41. 


In as much as both John Coker and Margeret his wife 
memtion ih their wills only one son, William and one 
grandson John, it is to be inferred that they were both 
only children, It is evident that grandson John married 
the ‘above Jane Bennett and that they. are the parents of 
the children named in the Bennett will and Margaret 
Coker names great-grandsons John and Thomas, the sons 
of grandson John Coker. | ; 








aii alana i ee | Duphente 


Gilliam-Coker 


Eli Coker married Susan Gilliem. January 5, 1814. 
Consent of parents, Edwin Davis and Martha Davis. 
Security Moody Boon, James Roohelle. — 

ooh. Mar. Bond , De 2266 


Marthe Gilliam married Edward Davis. Oct. --, 1801. 
security’ John James. 
Soh. Mar. Bonds, De 


W111 of Martha Davis: to son Thomas I, Dawis negroes San, 
Nell, Amos reversion to my the children of my daughter 
Sysen Coker; 1/3 ef my estute to sd. Susan Corker; 1/3 to 
to my son Thomas *, Davis; 1/3 to son Robert Davis; my 
mother-in-law Nancy James all the estate coming to me in 
reversion; granddaughter Lucy G Coker, Grandson John 
Coker, to the three children of my daughter Sally Bittle, 
Thomas, Mary and John Ie; Ex., son-in-law li Coker. 
March 24, 1829. duly 20, 1829. 


Soh. i411 Bk. 10, pe 183. 


-¥eb,. 21, 1831. Indenture between £1li Coker, Ex. of Mrs. 
Martha Davis decd. to George Blow of Susex for $1021. 
263 acres on the south side of the Nottoway Kiver, known 
as the Gland Tract, on Raccooon River, formerly belonging 
to Harris Nicholson end was sold by Henry Briggs to John 
éemes May 27, 1809 and was alloted by Court Aug. 18,1816 
to Martha Davis, daughter of the intestate John James , as 
will be seen by the report March 16, lbes ana by the Last 
will end testament of the said Martha Davis dated March 24, 
1829 and recorded duly 20, 1829. 

Wit. Jospeh Clanton, Micajah Felts, James Moore, 

: Soh. Deed Bk. 21, pe 480. 
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Jemes Wilson Coker married Married Martha Jones ~-of age. 
Auge 7, 1783, 
Father "Nathaniel Jones 
‘Seourity, Richard Bailey. 
Sussex “arriage Bond, pe 33. 


Eli Coker married lucy Be Davis» Nov. 14, 1837. 
Ibid, De 319 


John §. Barret married lucy G. Coker, Jane 21, 1847. 
security, John S. Coker. 
Ibid, pe 252. 








Coker 


Hargaret Coker: grandson John Coker, SQuucres, being 
the land wWhereon he now lives, beginning at the fine of 
vanes Bennet, Pocoson Spring Syanch and samuel Vasser; 
to John Coker Ire the son of my grandson John Coker 230 
acres on Surry‘Vounty on the west side of the Cypress 
Swamp adjoining John Phillips, Cypress Swamp, Samel 
Vasser and William Coker with reversion to his brother 
thomas Coker; I a0 appoint dohn Coker the father of the 
Geabd child and anthony Lvans to keep the land in possession 
until the said John Coker Jr. shall be at the ego of eigh- 
teen; to sde srandson John Coke ren==« all these things 
being at my con William Coker'’s; all the rest of my 
estate that I have at my son William Coker’s to him. 

Exe, grandeon John Coker. 
Sept. Zl, L7zLe DACe 20, L721. 
Wite ‘homes Atkinson, John "Phillips, Priscilla Coker. 
Bke 1715-30, pese 384. 


May 4, 1741. Indenture between John Coker of South- 
werk Parish and John mooring for 20h a tract of 150 acres 
on Cypresea Swamp, aline formerly celled Spratiey's, James 
Bennet, khery Vasser end John Coker Jr. 

nit. John Langston, demes Bennet, John Coker Ji’. 

George Delke Bee 1738-40, pe 310 
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Henry Coker: my lenghter- +r Lon setae" the widow of 
my son Jonathan Coker decd., grandson Jonathen Coker; 
grandson dames Coker, son of my decd. son Jonathan Coker; 
‘ Wife Sarah Coker ; grandson Wilson Coker; my daughters 

Holiend and Mary's children. <Exs., my friends and neigh- 
bors Jordan JudEins and Joshua Bailey. 

AUG 14, 1789. Oct. 14, 1790. 

Wit. Thomas “hillips, Absalom Bailey, Thomas Hart 

| Southampton Will Bk. 4,.p. 379. 


Inventory estate of Nathaniel Coker dead, Sept. 20, 1781. 
(slaves-Jeommy, Harry, Jeffery) Presented Dec. 13, 1781. 
' Soh. Will Bk. &, Pe 3526 


Estate of Nathaniel Voker in acgount with Richard Kello 
By Henry Coker 
Paid Jonathan Coker 
Paid Henry Coker for merchanéise 
Paid Thomas Lain for Sally Coker's schooling 
Paid Cherles Briggs n Md 
Slaves paid Wilson Coker. 
Uxamined Jan. 1721. Rec. Oct. 11, 1792. 


xeROoEA EX Jonathan 
Inventory estate of Makwmmxex Coker. Feb. 23, 1787. 
x Soh. Will Bk. 4 » De 339 « 


Acot estate of Jonathan Coker with Thomas Clary. 1787. 
Presented 1803. ‘Sohe Will Bk. 5, pe 384. 
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Sussex 


'. Dees. 30, 1813. Indenture bet. #illiam Wrenn and wife 
. Lydia of Sussex and Eley Coker for §400. a tract of 
100 gores adjoining the sa. Wenn, Burwell Barret, 
Burt s line, Etheldred Davis, James Stanton ond the line 
of Weliiem firenn's which was formerly Kichard Wrenn's. 
Wit. William Hix, Edwin Hix,.Hoenry Davis, 
JAN 6, 1814. De BkKe Ly, De 306. 


April 20, 1824. Ind. bet, Anthony Evans of Sussex and 
Ely Coker of Southampton for $40, a tract of 40 acres, 
being part of Moddy Burts tract, whereon the sd. Moody 
Burt now lives, adjoining sd. Burt, Ely Coker, Herod 
burt, Burwell Barret Ghibert Lane and Peter Booth. 

De BKke 0, pe 143 


4 
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Southampton . 


Feb. 23, 1818. Indenture between William Briggs of 
Southampton and E11 Coker for 321 dollars a tract on 
Coker's former line, adjoining Thomas Simmons, Thomas 
Gray, Yemes Jones deod., Burwell Barret, part of the 
‘land the said Briggs bought of Thomas Simmons. 107 A. 
Wit. Ann Kirby, “lizabeth Owen, Joemes Andrews, 
Deed Bk. ie, De 40. 


s J 


Nove 9, 1836. Indenture between Beajamin Travis and 
Vixon We Kitchen, the committee appointed by decree of 
Yourt to sell the land of which Banwdll.@arret died 
seized of to Eli Coker for$302.25. ie 
Wit. Thomas Kitehen, James Burt, John Kitéhen. 
Deed Bke ts) df “ & 
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1 Southampton 


On motion of Anderson ond Rives, ordered estate of 
Eli Coker decd. be committed to the hands of Samel B. 
Hines, Sheriff for administration. 
Sept. 16, 1644, 7 
4 Southampton Order Bk, 20, De 172. 
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Southampton Lend Tax Books: 
1798 : 
Arthur Gillfams Hatute 233 acres. 


1799: (appear for the first time) 


William Gilliem 115 seres 
Marthe. lliem £5 ecres 
Iucy Gilliam 264 scres 
Susan Oilliom 28@ sores 
acres, which proves 
. these Cilliams to be his 


heirs. 


in 1613 the land.is still listod in the names of Martha, Lucy 
and Susen Gilliam and says it adjoins John James and 
vilijem Butts. 


In 1814, it is listed as in the possession of John James 


_in 1815. it is stated that John Jumes is the gwardian of 
Martha, Lucy and Susan Gillian. 


flartha Gilliem married tdwin Devis. Oct. -- 1801. 
' Security John James. Southsmpton Mariege Bonds. 


E14 Coker married Susan Gilifem. January 5, 1814. 
Consent of parents, Lkdwin and Martha Davis, 


keferrin to the will of lisrtha Davis, in 1829 in which she 
names her daughter Susan Coker and her sonein-law Uli Voker 
end to the deed when her lend is sold saying she was the daugh- 
ter of John James, it can readily be seen tliat she was the 
widow of Arthur Gilliam since her children inherited his l:nd. 
Southampton: 4411 3k, 10, p. 183. 
ft Deed Bke 21, 480. 





Greensville 


Wi12 of James Coker: wife Anni son Thomas; son Darkis; 


pm ped s Dolly, Lucy 


etsey Massey and grandson 


Jesse Coker, the son of Darkis Cokers to Frances Eppes, 
what my exequtor shall ee Ex», Batte Peterson, 


Hove 30, 1.792 


Wit. Batte Paterson: Frances 


Auge Cte, 1793, | 
b, Eppes, Senjamin Coker, 
Wilda Bke lL, De 228 


a 
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Sussex . 


ie 


“March 26, 1844. Alexander W. Coker and Cornelia J. Burt. — 
Margaret Burt, mother. ‘Sec. John Hines, | 


Jen, 21, 1847. John B. Barrett and Lucy G. Coker. 
Sec, John S. Coker, 


John Davis and Peggy Coker. Dec. 22, 1801. 
Sec, George Hines, 


* 


James Coker and lucy Whites sfebe 1, 1803. 
S6Ge Anthony Andresyw. 


Jen. £8, 1807. Jonathan Coker and Diza white. 
Seo. dames Coker. 
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Southampton, 


A 


Honry Coker married Sarah Wiashingtone May 17, 1789 
Security, Thomas Hart, ai ; ; 


Jordan Coker married Betsey A. Womble. May 7, 1808. 
See, Jesse and Sarah Womble, Jonathan Coker, 


Janes, Yonathan and Jordan Coker 

vs 
Anthony Andrus. Order to divide the estrte of Jonathan 
Coker decd. One third to said Anthony Andrews in right of 
his wife, 1803, d Order BkKe 9, De 146.4 


June 11, 1752. Ind. bet. Benjamin Baley of Soh. and Henry 
Voker of the sd. county for 5%*a tract of 50 acres, being part 
of 345 acres granted the sd. Bayley in 1734, edjoining the sd. 
Coker, redy Hoes Branch. . 
Wits Vharles Cosby, Moses Philips. 
Deed Bke 1, De Sd2e 


May 14, 1778. Ind. bet. John Watkins and wife Sereh and Lucy 
Bennets of Surry ounty and Nathaniel Coker of Soh. for 2008 

a trect in the Pefish of Nottoway of 165 acres, adjoining 
Arthur Exum, Col. Kelle sd. Coker and Reedy Branch, being a 
pert of 330 acres, whereof Stephen Simmons died seized anf de- 
scended to his two daughters and co-heirs, the sd. Sarah and 
Mary the wife of Arthur Exum. Deed Bke 5, pe 329 


April 13, 1784. Ind, bet. James Wilson Coker of Soh, and Henry 
Branchee= sd. Goker inkhebted to the said Branch, 115514-3, to 
secure sd. indebtedness, the tract on which he now lives. 
Wit. Benjamin Cocke, Samel Mecom, Kichard Sello dr, 

Deed Bke 6, De 2736 


Whereas the ede James Wilson Coker became indebted unto Richard 
Rello adm of Nethaniel Coker decd. dames Butts Calthorpe also 
beouritye Bond « June 2, 1784. 
wit. Benjamin Deloach, Samel Mecom, Richerd Kello, Jr. 

Deed Bk. 6, De 275 





Henry Coker for natural love and affection to son Natha- 
Nias. Auge 5, 1772, Negro Noro 
Wit. R. Sello dx, & 8r, : 


Seme to son Jonathan, Negro Age 


Same to deighter Mary Coker. Negro Cherry. 
Deed Bk, 4, pe $80 & 381. 


sept. 12, 1781. Ind..bet. Henry Coker of the Parish of 
Nottoway and wife Hannah for natural love end .affection 
to grandson Wilson Coker, a tract of 350 acres, formerly 
granted by patent to Thomas Barham Septe 5, 1757 and by 
the sd, Barham conveyed to the sahé Coker April 8, 1757, 
being the trect formerly in the possession of Nathaniel 
Goker father of the sd. iiilson and eldest son of sd. 
Henry. . d 
“ Wit. Joshua wood, 4enjamin Oney, Thomas Oney. 

Deed Bk.6, De Ge 


June 9, 1785. Ind. between trial Beiley and wife Martha 
and Jonathan Coker for 306 a tract of 100 acres on Benj. 
Sailey, Henry Coker, Readyhoes Br., Green's Pocoson, 
samuel Cornwell, Absalom Bailey. : 

| Deed Bk. 6, pe. 418, 


April 13, 1784. 4nd. bet. vames iiileon 








jpreioa of the estate of James Coker. Deo. 20, 1833/ Apppais- 


it t ghd = v ce dhe E ae tale 
pa aed ee i Se A Sie ty 


Sussex 


Wyatt Hancook. Gray Wrenn, Jordan Richardson. 
oth, Negroes Gilley, Edny, Bill, Dicy, sae anP Wee hie Sp del hy tt 


Acoount of the estate of James 
administrator. 


Me, pe il Se 


Coker returned by Joseph orien 
Ibid, page 34 


Account of the sale of the estute of Jordan Coker, December 9, 


1845, 


Heirs of Jordan Coker: 
Alpheus We Coker 


Elizabeth Coker, wodpw — 


nry 8B. Coker 
Orge We. Coker 


Book 0, page 388, 


Mary married John Richardson 
Susan merried Thomas Cocks 


Nathaniel J. Coker 
Jordan We Coker 
“eremiah Coker 
Nanoy J. Coker 
Sally N. Coker 
John W. Coker, 


Book o, page 423. 
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Henry Coker, orphan of Natahniel Coker, chose Beverly Booth ee 
as geurdiean, 1783. Order Bka 7, pe» 390 So: SS 


ry i i ‘ i 
: i i 


James Wilson Coker, returned no inhabitant, 1785. Pt) oa ae 
Yrder BKe 8, pe 88. ate 


flenry Coker appointed guardian to ‘iilliam and Jeremiah Coker, 7. cue 
orphans of Nathaniel Coker. Edmind Tyler his seoritye. eres 
Jene 10, 1788, Order Bk. g, Pe $48 » a 


* ‘ " 
1 


Jonathen Coker vs. James wilson Coker for trespass. Dismissed 
1786. Order Bk. 8, Pe 197-6 


. 
+ . 


James, Jonathan and Jordan Coker vs, Anthony Andrews, to divide 
the slawes beonging to the estate of Janthhan Coker decd. 
Order Bke 9, De 146.6 


“h 


ames Wilson Coker Coker, orphan of Nathaniel chose 
ranch as his guardian, 1782. Order Bk. 7, De 175- 
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Susse 


Persenal fax List. 
James Coker on mae first time in 1804, 
a "1 1 


7. " 1807. 


Jonathan Coker 1809 
Jordan Okher 
Jams coker 


Same = 1810 
Same 4811. 


same with ~~ 1812. 
Eli Coker 


Eli Voker on list in 1814, the year in which he married end re- 
moved to Southampton. Not on 1815. 


The first three can be definitaRy proven as the orphan sons 
of Jonathan Coker of 8 ton County, although so far no 
mentions of 214i Coker as the son of Janathan has been found, 
Since he was in the same parish ond listed with them and since 
they were the pnly Cokersiin the County, it seems reasonable 
to assume that he waa also a son. Be Ae Co 


Dec. 50, 1813. Ind. bet. Bly Coker of Sussex und Anthony 
Evens of aforesaid county, Gdjoining sd. Wren, Burwell Barret, 
Herod Burt, Etheldred Davis and James Stanton. 100 acres, to 
secure indebtedness to oad. iiren. 
Wit. Moody Burt, tiilliam Hix, Lawin Hix, Henry Davis, : 
“oseph Rosser. June 1, 1814. 
Bke Ly Pe O47. 


Ely Coker paid to executor of William Wrenn, decd, Yohn if. Wate 
kins ,$400. 1624, 4nthony livans, trustee, Bke O, De 158, 


‘Eli Coker,strustee in indebtedness between kobert Magee eff Sus- 


Bex 6nd Peter Booth of Southampton. 1724, Bke 0, De 159. 
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Oney for 3h-1610, a tract on which the ef, Thomas Oney now lives. 
| | Moo 3 Deed Bk, 6, pe 350. 


Auge 6, 17842 Inds bet. Jemes Wileon Coker end wife Martha of 
the Parish of Nottoway end arthur Exum, for 406 a tract of 75 acres 
on the north aide of Reedy Branch edjoining the sd. Exum and Col. 


Kello 
Wit. "Ri chard Bailey, Wm. Oney, Righard Sykes. 
Deed Bke 7, pe 6276 


Jan, 25, 1803. Indie bet. James Coker of Soh. and John Brittle : 

for $270, a tract of 100 acres being land left the sd. Sames by cae 

his grandfather Henry Coker, adjoining dudkins Brittle, Jonathan A 

Coker and Sanmel Cornwell. 

Wit. John White, Robert Atkinson, Benjamin white. 
Deed Bke 10, pe 3% 
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Jan, 19, 1803. Ind. bet. James Coker of Sussex and Anthony 
Andrews of Soh. for 84h-18-0, a tract of 1414 acres on the south 
side of Peacock Swamp and Same] Cornwell, 


Vit. dohn White, Robert Atkinson, Benjamin White. o 


Deed Bki 1.0, De Sl. 


Feb. 25, 1808. Ind, bet. Jonathan Coker and wife Dicey fuuz of : | 
Sussex and Anthony Andrews for $333. © tract on the south side EE 
of Seacock Swamp 68 117 acres on the Keddy Hoes and said Andrews a 
end Thomas Washington. 7 
Wit. Lemel White, Tobert Atkinson, John Andrews, a 

Deed Bksy 10, De! F590 ne 


March 14, 1012. Ind. bet. Jorden Coker and wife Elizabeth 6s 

Susex to Joseph J. Womble for $173, a tract on the north side 

of Seacock Swamp. which formerly belonged to John Womble decd. 
Deed BKe 13, De de 


Sept. 20, 1841. Ind. bet. Eli Coker of Soh. and Alex 4%. Coker 
for $400. a tract of 217 acres, adjoining Wm. Briggs, Temperance 
Hines and Miles Soerbrough. (On margin-Set aside by decree of tne 
Civil Court in the case of Anderson and Rives vs. Coker) | 
Deed BKe 25, 338 « 











Coker 
Ie 


John Coker (Corker) sailed for Virginia on the "Neptune" aged 
20 in 1618. Hatten lists among the living in Virginia in 
1623, Mr. Calcker, Mrs. Calcker and infant Calcker at James 
City. No, name in the Virginia records seems to have had ea 
more varida spelling, since we find it Coker, Corker, Calcker, 
Copher and Coffer, obvionky referring to the same people ani 
often two or more spellings of the mumm name in one trans- 
action as Corker and Coker in the Surry Uounty records, Book 
E, page 245 and Coker and Coffer in Cavaliers and Pioneers, 
pege 185. Hs served as a member of the House of Burgesses 
from Surry Vounty, 1632/3 end 1644/5. He married Dorothy, 
who siéted in a deposition in 1659, that she was 56 years old, 
she may have been the Dorothy Bishop named as aheadright of 
John Spiltimber, who was a neighbor. wirhhergexertex, The Surry 
records prove that there were tyo sons, William and John, one 
cf whom used the form of the name Corker and the other Coker 
with his descendants being Bophers, and Coffers. 

Surry County Book I, De L30, 

Colonial Dames in the State of Virginia, History and 


Kegi ster, 


Ze John Coker ldved in Lawnes Creek Parish of Surry County 
on the Blackwater and died in 1720. His wife Margaret ex-weon 
died in 1721 naming great grandchildren in her will. 


Surry Book 1715-30, page 281 
Surry Book 1715-30, page 384. 














3» William Coker was living in Surry County in 1721, when 
the will of his mother Margaret Coker was probated, leaving 


aiministration of his estate has been found, 


him a bequest of things then in his possession. No will or | 
; 
Surry County Book 1715<30, page 384. | 


4, John Coker was named in the will of his grandmother 
Margaret Coker in 1721, with two of his children, John and 
Thomas Coker. ite was living in 1741 as proven from a deed 
in Surry County. He married Jane Bennett, the daughter of 

Richard Sennett of Isle of ight County. 


Surry Vounty Book 1715-30, page 384, 
Isle of Wight Great Book, page 41. 


&» Henry Coker of Surry bought land in 1738 in the part of 

Isle of Wight County, which leter became Southampton. He 

Gied in the latter county én 1790, leaving a will in which 
he named daughter-in-law Mary Coker the widow of son Jonae 
than Coker; to grandson James Coker the son of Jonathan Coker; 

to grandson Wilson Coker; the children of my daughters, Holland 

ned Mary and wife Sareh Coker. The wife named in his will 

was @ second one, the mother of hie children being Hannah «--~«, 


isle of Wight County Deed Book 5, page 224 
Southampton County #111 Book, 4, page 379. 








6 | 

Jonathan Coker died in Southampton County, intestate in 

1787. The records show that he Jed sons, Jonathan, James, 

muizJordean and Eli Coker and that his widow married Anthony 
Southampton County Will Bke 4, page 339. 
Southampton Order Books, 9, page 146 


Sussex Vounty Tax Liste. 


rit Coker lived in Sussex in the same Parish with his brothers 
named above until his “e in 1814 to Susan Cilliam, when 
he removed to Southampton. Lucy Qilliem was the daughter of 
Arthur Gilliam ami hie wife Mary James, 

Sussex Deed Book Li,page 306. 


Southampton Deed Book, 16, page 40. 
Southampton Marriage Bonds. 


Se Luoy Cilliam Coker married Sghn Burwell Barrett, January 
21, 1837. Suesex County Marriage Bonds. 
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CDKER 
Wiil of JOSEPH COKER -Laurens Co SC 
recorded in Bk.4 p.71 
(Original will in SC Library,Columbiasc) 


In the name of God Amen - I,Joseph Coker of the State of South 
Carolina and County of Laurens being very sick and weak in body 
but in perfect mind,thanks be given unto God -ccealiing unto mind 
the mortality of my body and Knowing that 1% is annointed for all 
once to die,I do make and ordain this my last will & Testament - 
Viz: vrincipally and first of all give and recommend my soul to the 
Hands of Aimighty God that gave it and my body {£ recommend to the 
earth to be buried at the discretion of my executors ina decent 
Christian burial -nothing doubtling but at General Resurrection I 
shall receive the same again by tne mighty power of God,and as 
touching such worldly estate wherewith it has pleased God to bless 
me with in this life...I give,devise ane dispose of the same in 
the following manner and form... 

First of ali I give and bequeath to_Mary my cearly beloved wife 
ali my estate together with ail my Kousehold goods,movables and 
tenements be freely vossessed by her,her life time,then to be equally 
divided amongst my children,axve one black mare four vears old which 
iI further give and bequeath to my dearly beloved and youngest son, 
John Coker, with one cow and calf,and one sow and pige. 

\iso T give and bequeath to wy well beloved sens% Drury Coker and 
Colivin Coker,vkom I likewise mke and ordain the sole extrs.of this 
mv last will & testament all and separately I give Drury Colfer one 
sorrel horse now in his possession to be his right forever. Also I 
give to my son Collvin Coker one herse which is now in his rnossessiog 
& one cov and calf to be his right. 

Also I give my well beloved son Thoms Ccker one mare & colt now 
in his possession,and do hereby utterly disallow, revoke,& Gisannul 
all & every other former testament,wilis, legacies, bequests and extrs 
by me in any wise before named,willed and bequeathed -ratifying and 
confirming this and no other to he my last will & testament in witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this twentieth day of 
yey in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety= 

WOe 


(Signed) JOST?H COKER 
(witnesses) 
Wn Hellerms 
Thom.Coker 
Martin Dial 


ai 
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COKER 
Will of THOMAS COKER -Mississippi Territory 
From the File of Original Papers in Cthse. 
To HKetate of Thomas Coker, deceased 
Centerville, Bibb Co.ila. 


Mississippi Territory } In the name of GOD Amen~ that I,Thoms - 

Montgomery County ) Coker, Being weak in Body, though sound in 
memory, Blessed be GOD, do make and constitute this my last will 
& testament at the same time Revokes all former wiils that I 
have herebefore amde or anpointed. 

I first give my daughter Anna a negro girl named Lucy,sup~ 
posed to be worth three hundred dollars,and one mare worth sisty 
dollars,and one bed worth twenty-five dollars,anc two sows & pigs 
worth ten dollars -for that to be her part of the estate. 

I give my daughter Elizabeth four hundred and elaghty seven 
doliars_in cash, *ehd~$4#9 -G95-&-822%408 -$0-be-wOPhh -fL £6 ¥-€21928 

(Note: original scratched out thus) 
and ohe*bed worth twenty-five dollars for that to be her part of 
the estate. 

{ give my son Williamone nogro boy named Peter,worth three 
hundred and fifty dollars,2znd surveyors instruments worth forty 
dollars,two rifle-guns worth forty dollars,and ove bed worth 
twenty-five doliars,and one pair of saddlebags worth five dollars 
ethis to be his part of the agtate. 

i give my daughter Saily one negro girl named Malinda, sup- 
posed to be worth four hundred dollars,and one bed worth twenty- 
five dollars- this to be her part of the estate. 

I give my son Thoms one negro doy named Tillis, sunvosed 
to be worth four hundred dollars,und forty dollarga in cash,and 
one sow & pigs to be worth ten dollars - this to be his part of 
the estate. 

I give to my son James one negro boy named 1s240, supposed 
to be worth four hundred dollars,tne condisions is such he is 
not to have the use of him till bis mother's Death( or widdéwhood) 
-this to be his vart of the estate. 

I give the remaincsr part of all my nroperty to N.B.Coker & 
Jonathan,& Robert,& Agnes,& Lutisha at there mother's Death or 
at the end of her widdowhood, bettveen those -~fice cows to be 
equally divided amongst them. 

I appoint Phillip Coker & E.h.Coker to execute to execute 
My last will & BPestament - In writing where of I sign my hand&seal 
This twenty sisth 
Day Nay 1818 

(Signed ) 
THOMAS COKER (seal) 
(Witnesses) 
B.Newton Vick 
Luke Hea 
gesse Potter 
feate 


The next sheaf of papers were tied together & on the jacket 
was written 

SARAH COKER, widow of THONVAS COKER, dec'’a 

To AC W§.B.Coker,extor.$ 96.18 3/4 
These papers were mostly notes & bills vresented to the exe 
ecutor for payment. 


Final settlement of estate of THOMAS COKER,dec’d by 
NOH B.COKER ROBERT COXTR JONATHAN COKER 
Reuben S.Cargile & wife Agnes James Loving&wf Lutecia 
(undated -circa 1824/5 Bibb Co Ala. Bk.A.p.65. 








Ti = Se a TE tad 
1954 ~ 
Notes from —~f& OK ER 

Vrs * F Smith 

New \ibany Miss 


Bibb Co.i\la. Administrator's Account Bk.K.C.p.43 
Thoms Coker,dec'’d 
Noah §.Coker,Executor -Luke Read & Jesse Cotten secureties 
1819 Aug.16 -chg of expense to Jackson Co.Ga.to collect a debt 
due estate from John Becks. 


Record accepted by DA R -supplemental papers of Mre WF Smith,viz:- 
(On her typed papers someone added in ink that this Thomas 
was son of Joseph & Mary ~(ldred@ge) Coker -not by Mrs Smith). 


Koker,Thoms - lw.m.over 16; 2 wm under 18; 4 femles;4slave 


" Copy of Original Index Book showing Rev.Claims SC 1783-86 
Koker,Thomas p65 


" Stub Entries to Indents Bk.¥-i p.115 
No.V.i35; Thomas Koker -rifle gun furnished Militia 1-9-1782 
Bk. LeN De avo 
No.N 155;fhomas Cooker,sundries for Cont'l&Militia use 1781 
also militia duty. 


* 1795 Thomas Coker of Pendleton Dist.S.C. deed to ime Varnall of 
Franklin Co Ga.w * DAR Hist'l Col.Ga.V.l.p.291. 


TAND GRANT OFFICE sc . 
1789 Feb.2 -Thomas Coker(Koker) bought land - 
" “" 180 acres in Ninety-Six District for & in 
consideration of four vounds and four shillings 


* 1790 Census of South Carolina -96th Dist.Pendleton Co. 
sterling" etc... 
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In the name of God Amen, I,Bdawin Gs Stringfield of the County — 
of Isle of Wignt and state of Va., being of sound mind and judgment. 
do make tliis to be my last will ani testament in the manner « 
foliowing to wit; | 


‘I give to my eon George flashington Stringfield that part of ane ; 


the farm an which I now reside up to a line of marked trees, - 
between this and where James A, Turner now lives and everything on 
sald farm and that part of the Kare from said line of marked trees 
to the road I give to Noel Paul ‘Jones to come into his and his 
guardian's possession Christmas before he is 21 years of age, the 
proceeds of said farm from my desth up to that time, I give to 
James fT, Edwards and his wife, my son George Washington Stringfield 
is to pay all of my debte, and is to pay Benjamin Edwards Jones 
$600 when he becomes 21 years of age. The piece of land which J 
bought from Joice Deal containing 13 acres more or less I give to: 
James T, Kdwaris and his wife and if the judgment which X now hold | © 
against William Watson Jorfan is ever collected I give it to James 
T, Edwards and ds wife, I want no administration and sale whotever 
is given in here to James fT. Edwards and his wife is in addition | 
to What he has heretofere received. 

Given under my hand and seal this 9th day of June 1873, 

Edwin G. Stringfield 


Witnessed 3 

Ry H Baker 
James A, Turmer 
I. N. Jones 


Va., In the court of Isle of Wight County the &Sth day of Jan. 
1874 the last will and testament of Edwin G, Stringfield deceased wag. 
pregented in court and proved by the oaths of Richard H. Baker andi | 
James A. Turner two of the subscribing witnesses whose names are — 
‘signed thereto and thereupon it is ordered to be recorded and on the 
motion of George Washington Stringfield who made oath and together 
with James 2, Edwards his security who justified entered into and 
acknowledged a bond in the penalty of $3000 with condition according 


to law, certificate of administration with the will annexed is ale 


granted him on the estate of Edwin G. Stringfield deceased; in due 
form of law, ordered that said bond be recorded, 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHAPEL HILL 


DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY September 15, 1942 


Mrs. Blanche A. Chapman 
Smithfield 
Virginia 


My dear Mrs. Chapman: 


We had some correspondence last May and June regarding the Coker 
genealogy , when it seemed desirable to make explorations in Edgecombe 
County before looking at the Virginia end. We seem now to have gone about 
as far as we can go with records in North and South Carolina. 


To give you an epitome of what we now have, let me say that our 
father's generation was sons and daughters of Caleb Coker (1802-1869) who 
was the son of Caleb Coker (1776-1883) who was the son of Thomas (died 
1814) who served with General Marion and whose father was Thomas, said to 
have arrived in Mars Bluff, S. C. in 1740. 


There is strong reason to believe that the first South Carolina 
Thomas was the son of Caleb and Mary of Edgecombe County, N. C. whose 
will probated 1746 mentions children ~- Thomas, Richard, James, Hlizabeth 
Spier and three other daughters and James Spier, husband of Elizabeth, 
was executor. A record shows that Thomas Coker of Craven County, Ss. Ce 
sold to James Spier in 1759 land of the original Spier grant on Fishing Creek. 


Caleb's will mentions no land and there is no record of a grant 
to him or a purchase by him. Miss Delamar suggests that this may be an 
indication that he had been in the county only a short while and had not yet 
decided upon a permanent settlement. There is, of course, the possibility 
that he bought land from Spier and the record of the purchase lost. I speak 
of this possibility because Thomas sold Spier land to Spier, James sold Spier 
land to Richard (his son, Richard, presumably) and Richard“187& brother , 
left in 1756 land "pruchased of Caleb Coker". CaleS, mentioned in his will,— 
ets 5 horses, 1 cow and 4 sows. I see then quite a possibility that Caleb 
had been a landowner but had passed the lands to his son before he died and 
the records are wanting. Certainly records are missing because we have none 
of how Thomas or James got their Spier land or when Richard purchased land 
of Caleb. 


I mention these facts regarding land to you for the particular reason 
that we have to consider two possibilities: one is that Caleb moved to 
Edgecombe County (Fishing Creek region on the division of Edgecome and 
Halifex counties) shortly before his death in 1746; the other is that he had 
long been well established in Edgecombe. There is the record that James 
Spier received a grant of 500 acres in 1743 but his will of 1761 disposed of 
650 acres besides “other land not before given away", including 250 acres 


Ze 


Mrs. Chapman con't. - page 2 


"joining land of Cokers'". Most of this land was not from the original grant 
because the records show that Thomas and James together had possession of the 
Spier grant of 1743, Thomas 100, James 200. 


Cokers and Spiers were closely connected as shown by their various land 
deals and several Spiers witnesses to wills and land deeds. It 1s not known 
how old Caleb was at his death in 1746, but the last of seven children mentioned 
was Hlizabeth, wife of James Spier, who was co-executor. The sons, at least, 
were landowners and James Coker and James Spier disposed of slaves by their 
wills. Richard who died early, 1756, mentions no slaves but everything was 
left to his wife. ar ts 


Our first question is: Did Caleb come from Virginia to Edgecombe County? 
Can any connection be made between Caleb and William Coker (Surry County 
Order Book 1691, pare 30) who married Mary Cartwright! It has been reported 
that there were Caleb Cartwrichts in the 1790 census of North Carolina and 
in southeast Virginia at the same time. Was it through Mary Cartwright that the 
name, Caleb, came into the Coker line? 


Can any connection be established between William Coker and John Coker / 
(Surry County, Will Book 1715-1730) John's will made i7ll, his wife, Margaret's 
will made 1722 mentions her son, Willian. Fresumably her son, William, had left 
the region because her grandson, John, is named executor. She must have been 
aged for greategrandsons are mentioned. A grandson was Thomas. This is just 
a lead to look\for evidence that William and liary Cartwright left Surry County 
and had a son, Caleb. I should like to see copies of John's and Margaret's 
will. | , 


Can any connection be made between William or John and the immigrants 
John (1636), William (1637) and Lancet (date?)? 


Phease let me know the approximate costs of investigations to answer if 


possible any of these or any other pertinent questions. 


Sincerely yours, 


—f° 


Ke Ey ‘Coker 
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DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHAPEL HILL, N. C. 





Mrs. Blanche A. Chapman . 
Smithfield 
Virginia 


THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHAPEL HILL 


October 1, 1942 


DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 


Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman 
Carcassonne 
Smithfield, Va. 
My dear Mrs. Chapman: 
I wrote you September 15 and should 


be glad to know if you are interested in the 
problem mentioned. 


Sincerely yours, 


= 
Re B Coker 
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Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman 
Carcassonne 
Smithfield, Va. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHAPEL HILL 


October 15, 1942 
DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 


Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman 
Carcassonne 
Smithfield, Va. 
My dear Mrs. Chapman: 
I have not heard from you in reply to 


my letters of September 15 and October 1 and wonder 
if you have received them or were interested. 


Sincerely yours, 


R. E. Coker 


REC sm 


LT arn Ms f 


| 1 THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
' CHAPEL HILL 


October 27, 1942 


DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 


Mrs.e. Lewis L. Chapman 
varosonne 
Smithfield, Virginia 


iy dear Mrs. Chapman: 


Iam returnine to you herewith the very interesting data that 
you have loaned me. It has been copied for my files. ‘While these date 
help materially to clarify the situation, there seems to be nothing in them 
to give a clue to the origin of the Caleb Coker of Edgecombe County, N. C. 
I note your suggestion that he may have been a son of Robert or Richard; 
but since he died in 1756 and named a son-in-law as executor, I should 
think he would have been of an earlier generation, say that of John who 
married Jane ‘Jennett. There is,revertheless, no evidence that Willian 
and Mary Cartwricht had any other chili than John. 


Misht IT ask if it is your understanding that the John whe 
was brought over by dustirnian Cooper and the John son of “William, who 
married Jorothny Sishop, were entirely different people? 


As I see it, John care over with or before or after his father; 
but Greer's, I think, lists only one John and one Williem as coming over 
about that time. One reason for thinkirs them different is that the one 
seemed to be well-teeilo and prominent at the outset and the other attached 
to Justinian Cooper on arrival but soon becoming independently established. 


You are right that we need more search in N. C., and I am trying 
to find someone who can find more than it has yet seemed possible to find. 


Thani you very much indeed, 
Sincerely yours, 
QS een 


hea Coker ~ 
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The name first appears in the early records as Coker, 
Gorker and Coffer. Later for a few years it is Copher, 
While toduy it ie simplified to Coferewm 3s\. x Urol ve : 





¢ 
gighisto-Living in ‘Virginia; Mr. Calcker, Mra. ae 
Calcker, infant Caleker at James City. February 16, 1623. 


Hotten'¢ 


The first memtion in any form, that we have been able . er en 
/ to find, is in the "Minutes of the Council and General, 
Court of Colonial Virginia," ; 
"The deposition of do. Yoker taken before Capt. 
William Tucker ye xxl day of November 1624, touch- 
ing ye difference between Cupt. Raphe Hamer - and 
Justinian Cooner am his wife." Deposition sign- 
ead John Coker. | 


"John Coker sayeth he was servant to Ensign \ hr BS 
Jomes Harrison’. Deposition, December 1624. 
Page 35. 






(dystinian Cooper married the widow of Jemes 
Harrison, ) 


Jdustinain Cooper takes up 1050 A. in Warrisgu 
13 Sept. 1636, upon the head of Lawnes Creek 
his own personal adventure and 1000 A. for transporting 
20 persons. Among them is John Coker, 

Cavaliers und Pionecrs, pe 47. 


In 1626, Mr. James Corker is Master of the finn". 


In less than six months after the above grant is rere- 
corded in 1637 (Cav. & Pide, pe 64), we find his name 
spelled Corker instead of Coker. 


dohn Corker has a grant of six acres on Jams Islend,. a a 
recorded 10, Feb. 1637. Uave&d Pide, pe Sl. fi 


i: Lo 
He and his grant are mentioned, Feb. 1648. Cave & Pio, p. 103. 
John Corker has another grant at James Island. 1640. 
Cave & Pide, De 124. 


By Nov. 10, 1642, he is recorded as having: transported 
four persons. Cave & Plow, pe 159. 


John Corker's land is mentioned as being at the hence of 
Gray's Crrek and Smith's Fort Creek in 1644, 
Cave & PlOo, Do 152. 


+ 
F 


John Corker's land is memtioned us being adjacent to 
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Thomas Warren, 1648. Cavo. & Plos, ps 185; 


John Corker's grant of 1150 Acres in Surry, head off 
Creek, is recorded, 20 March 1657, e 





ap ede 





500 A. purchased of John Kempe, 1639, — 
650 A. patented Dec. 2,'1640. Cave & Ploe, De 374, 


“In 1648, there is Loose spelling of names in the records 


when the name is spelled Corker and Coffer in the. same erant, 
as' shown belows- ead vem 

_vohn Spiltimber, 100 A., James City County, 16 Nove 1648, 
lyeing about i¢ miles above the head of Smith's Fort Creek, 


bounded wily upon the land of John Corker, sly upon 4 swamp 


thet parts 46 from the land of Thomas warren, 50 Aw formerly 


grented to William Coffer, 10 Fede, 1640 and purchased of him 


for transporting Dorothy Bishopp.. Cave & Pio., pe 185. 


John Corker and William Coffer were father am s0n as will 
be shown later, and Dorothy Bishopp married John. 


From Colonial Dames in the State of Virginia, History and 
Register; -~ . | 
_#ohn Corker. Born in England about 1600, died in Virginia 
1655. Kesided in Virginia, 1682-1655. Member of the House 
of Burgesses, 1632-33 and 1644-45, 


‘William Corker, born in Virginia ebout 1630, died in Vir- 
@inie 1675. Member of the House of Burgesses, 1657-1653, 


The oldest record in Surry County, dated April 30, 1652 is 
the account of the meeting of the County Court. Signed, 
John Corker Clerk, 


William Coffer is-called William Corker in i656, when he 
makes & voyage to England on his neighbor's ship-Nicholas 
Meriweather of Hog Island, tt is recorded that Willism 
Corker was twice transported by Nicholas Meriweather of James 
City Dec. 15, 1656. Cave © Ploe, pe 34le 


John Corker receipts a bill, that Thomas Grey pays, July 
4, 1655. Surry Bkel, pe JZle . 


John Corker of Surry a Member of the Colons$2 Coancii of 
Vae in 1655, 


Jan. 3, 1655. An Indenture between John Corker of Surry 
and others for land on Swan's Creek, Surry Bk. 1, pe 76. 


Deposition of Mrs. Dorothy Corker, aged 58, May -, 1659, 
scurry Bk. 1, Pe 150. 


a 


‘Deed of sale of 160 A. made by Thomas Rolfe bo William Corker 
dune 10, 1657. ‘Teste Jno, Corker. § Surry Bk. 1, pe 55. 


George Corker selis cattle to George Blow, May 7, 1661. 


curry Bk. 1, Pe 165. 


John Corker is called Capt. Corker in a grant to Thomas Swan 
é 


in 1664. 


Cav. & Pio. » Pe 465. 


Surry Bke, 1, pe 245, shows that John Corker the elder is dead 
in 1664. John Corker, Gentleman and Capt, William Corker, sonns 
and heirs to John Corker sell to Christopher Vaughan lani next 


to Spiltémber. 1644, 


Williom Corker of James City, do in behalf of my fether Mr, 


John Corker, make over to Major Ms 
sent. 7 1665. 


Capte Willie Corker is dead 167 


riot and heirs ctc. 
Surry Bke 1, pe 263. 


7, 88 shown by the following; - 


Commission of administration was granted George Branch on the 


estate of Capt, William Corker on 


The above item shows that there 
adits, living prior to the death 
istration being cranted on his est 
the same yer we find that probati 
Corker on the will of William Whit 


William Corker of York County, 4 
beth thite am Mary White sisters 


tie southside of the James 
Surry Bk. &, pe 162. : 


were two William Corkers, both 
Of Captse William Corker, sdmin- 
ate July 18, but on October 30, 
on was granted to #illiam 
So Octe 50, L677, 

vurry Bke 2, pe 162, 
Oo sive and sett over unto Eliga- 
ih curry County of land ad join- 


ing SiBros cwamd. 20 Sept. 1673, curry Bk. 2, pe 34. 


There is in Surry the noncupative will of Capt. William Corker. 


made at the house of his daughter 
Cow, Feb.e 26, 1675/6. He divides 


Judith Clay in ye Isle of Wight 
his estate between his wife 


and three daughters:-Suganna (married George Branch Jre), Judith 
Clay and Lucy Jordan. He ulso confirms a gift made.to Elizebeth 


" and Mary White the daughters of Ca 
beth married Capt. Robert Spencer 
Deed of Lucy Jorden the wife of 
Wight, conveys to Phyllis Jordan, 
had in pertnership with sister Sus 


pt. John White, of whom lliza- 
of Surry. 16388, 
Wir. Thomas Jordan of Isle of 


of 


that portion of land, whie 
anna Branch and neice Etizabeth 
Parsons, daughter and sole heir of sister Susanna decd. , yh.- 


had deséended unto sd, suganna, Judith and Lucy as daughters and 


coheirs of Capt. William Corker de 
Corker, age 24 years, June 1682, 


‘ 
The suite between Capt. Robert Sp 
of Capt. John White ond Willitem Co 


Orderec that liilliem Corckex for 


Cd. The deposition of Lucy 
curry De. 8. 2, p. 328. 


Cneer as marrying the daughter 
reker is dismissed. , 


thwith deliver to John White 


& feathor bed em furniture, eceording to the will of Capt. White. 


Lhe above copied from the Minutes 


of the General Court held at 
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James City the 15th of June 1675. sepgeve sep a vaaas macys 


The last will and teatament of Mr. Thomas Warren of Surry CO. 
was proved in Ct. by the oaths of John Corker, William Thomson 
_ and probate was granted to William liarren the son of Thomas War- 
Tens 1670. Minutes of the Gen. Court of Vae, Pea ; 


John Coker was a witness to the will of Henry Combs in Isle of 
Wight. Oot. 17, 1677. I. of W. Bk. 2, Pe 156. 


John Coker was a witness to the marriage of Hugh Brassie and 

Sarah Champion, May 14, 1680. 
. Quaker Records; Lower Virginia Meeting | 
xecords-1673-1727. | | 


dohn Coker has a grant of 400 A. on the 5s. W. side of Cypress 
Swamp in ye Lower Parish of Surry County for transporting eight 
persons. April 20, 1684. Lend Office, Bk. 5, pe B71. 


John Coker renews the above patent and has a new grant of 
LQO50 acres; adjacent to tie first patent- 1450 A. in Cypress | 3 
swamp of ye Main Blackwater in the Lower Parish of Surry vounty, 
April 20, 1685. Land Office, Bk. 5, pe 464. 


John Coker and Margaret his wife of Lawnes Ck. Parish sell 
to Richard Bennett the younger of the Upper Parish of Isle of 
Wight, 450 A. granted sd. Coker, April 20, 1685, on Blackwater 
end in the Parish of Lawnes Ck. Maroh 3, 1687/8. 

: purry DU. Bke 3, pe Sle 


La 


John Coker and Margaret his wife sell to --- Hill, 100 A. ad- 
jacent to Richard Bennett, being part of sd. patent, 
Kec. July 5, 1690, surry Bk., 3, Pe 143. 


John Coker of Lawnes creek and Margsret his wife to Elizabeth 
Caufield, 100 A. bought of the Hon. John Lear Esq. April 11, 1693. 
Surry D. BKe o, pe 286. 


John Coker of Surry county sell to Zion Hill for 1600 pounds of 
tobacco, 100 A. on Blackwater adjacent to nicherd Bennett, 
July 5, 1690. Surry Bk. 3, pe 146 


John Voker of Lawnes Creek Parish, Surry Couity s611s.to Anthony 
Evans, land adjoing Zion Hill. ec ae 
D. Fed. 15, 1692. Recorded March 16,1714, 3 
: ) Surry Bk. 5)" p.\ £27. 
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dohn Coker to semel Vasser, 70 Az on Cypress Swamp. 
Sept. 3, 1736, Surry Bk. 1715-30, p. lll. 


In Richard Bennett's will dated 1720 he mentions Mr, John 
Coffer's patent of land of 1450 A. (John Coker's patent of 
or 1450 A. is recorded in 1685. 
g ‘By 1720, the name has not definitely become doffer as John 
totes wife sign themselves Coker, while their children are 
Oliers. | 


1711 andrecorded in 1720. 


Will of John Coker of Surry on Blackwater, being sickly~-- 
to son William Coker during his naturel life 100 A. of land. 
at hy upper o14 plantation and after his decease to his son 
John Coker forever; loving wife Margarette all the rest of my 
lends and all the rest of my estate, forgver, nife Extx. 

May 22, 1711. Oct. 19, 1720.. 
Surry Bk., 1715-20, pe 281. 


Will of Marguret Coker of Lawnes Creek Parish, widow: to 
grandson John Goker 50 A. of land in Surry County, being the 
land he now lives on beginning at James Bennett's line and 
edjoining the line of Sammel Vasser; to John Coker Jr., that 
is the son of my grandson John Coker, 830 A. of land in surry 
on the west side of Cypress Swamp, %&. of Samel Vasser and 
We of William Coker's land, if he should die without issue to 
his brother Thomas Coker and his heirs. I appoint John Coker 
the €nther of sd. child and Anthony svens to hold and keep the 
sd.'land in‘ their possession until the said John Coker, Jdr., 
shall be at the age of 18 years; grandson John Coker several 
bequests, being at my son Williem Coker's, and all the rest of 
my estate that I have at my son william Cokers, Igive to sd. 
son; grandson John Voker all the rest of my estate in general. 
£x., grandson John Coker, } 

Sept. 21, 1721... Dec. 20, 1721. 

Wit. fhomas Atkinson, John Philips, Priscilla Coker. 

surry Bke, L71L5-50, pe 384. 


The following indenture shows that Margaret's grandson John 
and great-grandson John were both living in 1741. 

John Coker, of Southwark ‘Parish to John Moreing, 20 A. on 
Cypress, swamp, running to James Bennett's line, s. to John 
Coker dr. and E. to Mary Vasser. | 

Wit. dJemes Langston, Jams Bennett, George velk, John Coker 

nec. May 20, 1741. surry Bk. 6, pe $10.) JIe 


| 
‘ : ' 3 - * | 
‘John specs lived to a good old age. His will is dated in 
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will of Richard Bennett of the Upper Parish of Isle of 
Wight: son Richard 200 a.; GON wwwnn=, 200 A, being part 
taken out of Mr. John Coffer's patent of land of 1450 a,; 
to Jane Coffer and her sons nobert Coffer and John Coffer 
my plantation where I now live, being the land bought for- 
meriy of Mr, mm. Mijler; to Richard Cofer my lang gun; to 
Magdalen Coffer; to Frances Mengum my granddaughter; to 
‘Gaughter Silvestra, sxs., Jane Coffer and william Allen; 
estite to be equally divided emongset my children. Over- 


.. Beers, John and James Carter, my trusty friends. 


March 30, 1720. May 23, 1720. 
Wit. John Carter, James Carter, nilliam Allen br.’ 
Isle of night vreat BKe, De 4). 


In as much as both John Coker and Marguret his wife men- 
tlon in their willis only one son, nilliam and only one grand- 
son John, it is to be inferred that they were both only chil-- 
dren, Grandson John married Jane Bennett and they were the 
parents of the children named in nichard Bennett's will and 
Margaret Coker names great grandsons John and Thomas the sons 
of grandson, John Coker, ' | 


] 


Thomas Copher the son of ¢ohn Coker and his wife Jane Ben- 
hett married Olive ward, the daughter of YLhomas Ward, which 
may be proven from the following deed :~ | 


Deed between Olitr Copher and son daeobhCopher, land which 
she inherited from her father Thomas Ward decd. 
March ray oe 1784, I. of nw. Deed bk. LO, De 3599, 


Will of Thomas Copher;- wife Oliff; son Jacob Gopher; if 
without iesue to my grandson James Copher; daughter Olive 
Griffen; daughter Charity Holleman; son Jdemes; son Thomas; 
daughter Mary Stevenson; daughter Ann Pitman; daughter sarah 
Hunter; daughter Jeane Dewell; grandson Emanuel Powers; 1/3 
ofidremainder of my estate after wife's death to son Jacob, 
raneeOns John . olleman, James Copher and Moody Copher. xs, 

esse Holleman aiid son Thomas Copher. 3 

D. Nov. i 1783. oe 4, 1784. 

; of W. We. Bk., a. De 213, 


Thomas Cofer the eldest son of fhomas Copher and wife Olive 
Ward meade his will in 1802, but it was not probated until 
1606. He was an adult at the time of his father's death, act~ 
ing as one of his Exs., and he had been married sometime 
since his father named a child of his in his will. In the 
possession of Mr. A. S. Barrett of omithfield is a copy of 


? . i 


[ed any 





of G111*s Divinity, 
Cofer, which gives 


Boy 
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Ay Ha ty . as ht ' - ka 
‘ ie Oye Fe tee a i robe ey | 
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tsar? 
.] 


which was the. property of the Rev, Joseph 


wife Eligabeth Moody. . 
Diena Cofer born 8-16-1768, 


Moody Odfer - 
Samuel OCofer 
Mathew Cofer 
Joseph Cofer 
Cherry Cofer 
Elizabeth Cofe 
Hanoy Cofer 
Thomas Cofer 
Isaac Cofer 
Petsey Cofer 


2aaszsanys2s3223s8 


5<20-2770 
L0-3-177« 
Le240177< 
9-8-1775 
47-177 ~ 
9220~-177= 
6-11-1783 
2-28 ~1785 
4-30-1789 
Nov. 12,1791 


The will of Phillip Moody, dated in 1786, leaves a bequest 
to daughter Elizabeth Moody and makes son-inelaw Thomas Cofer 
an executor. Isle of Wight Will Book, WW. Bk. 


\ 


Will of Thomas Sofer II Nov. 29 1802 Probated April 24, 1806 


sons Moody, Samel 
Hargrave, Charity i 
Elizabeth, 


Joseph, Isaac, and Mathew, daughters Dianna 
aylor, Nancy Copher, Patsey Copher, wife 


Surry Co. W.B, 1, page 712, 


Deda between Thomas Camp and Thomas Coffer Junior- Sept.6, 
1768. Thomas Soffer: Senr, witness to deed, 


Feb. 11 ® 1775 


Isle of Wight D.B, 12, page 246. 


Thomas Cogher and Elizabeth his wife of 


Newport Parish, Isle of Wight pos roer re and grant to the people 


of the Baptist Society land near 


kinson's Bridge one acre more 


or les& "for a place to meet at for the worship of Almighty Uod". 
Witnesses: Joseph Lancaster, Jesse Holliman, Micajah Lancaster, 


and John Deford. 


idem- D.B. 13, page 308, 


Further transcription fron Gill's Divinity, followss< 


wife~ 
Rebecoa Cofer 


Charity Cofer | 


- Susanna Cofer 


"Ages of Joseph Cofer's children and Jerusha Lancester his 


born Sept. 27, 1800 
nh! LUG 27, 1802 : 
re July 26, 1804 


@ list of the children of-fhomas dofer ond his 
; 


“k 


aL 
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Isaac Cofer born ‘Oct, 26, 1806. 


James H,L.Cofer * Nov. 28, 1808 | eos 
‘Matthew M, OCofer * Nov. 2, 1810 | | : Fenty 
Williem L. Cofer " Nov. 27, 1612 BF a: 
Martha 0, Cofer ” Aug. 24, 1814 : ee 
Josiah Cofer ., " Sept. 24, 1816 aes 
Elizabeth Cofer *" duly 10, 1818 . 

Joseph Cofer's children by Patsey Delk his 2nd wife- 

. Mary V. Cofer born Oot. 3, 1825 

‘Thomas W. Cofer * March 22, 1827 
Junius 0. Cofer * June 18, 1830 

Joseph Cofer married Jerusha Lancaster Sept. 15, 1799 

Joseph Cofer married 2nd Patsey Delk Sept 7, 1824 

Joseph Cofer died Jen. 4, 1829 | 

e ‘i 

oy 4 tigi 








James Cofer. 


James Cofer was the second son of fhomas ané Ol11ff Copher. ape 
He married in 1761 Mary Simmons the daughter of James Simmons 7 
who ‘died before Sept. 5, 1751, as there is an account of his | 
children s eatates that year. Mary Simmons was born March 13, 
1786.) Is of ¥, Guardian Acots. in Bke As | 

She died ante Aug, 1785, because on that date, he married the 


second time, Mourning Pitman. 


Will of James Copher:- wife MaBy; son Jams; daughters Y1if 
Gray, Joanna Cocks; Cloe Gay, Mary Edwards, Amm, sally, xhéda, 
Jemima and tiinnefred; he leaves land on which thomas Copher, 

Geod. formerly lived. Bxs., son dames and Jams Gwaltney. 

Dec. 20, 1794. June 6, 1796. 

wit. John wombwell, John Gwaltney, Benjamin vombwell. 

security, for 2xs., Joseph stallings and Ishmael Moody. : 

| I. of W. Will Bk. 10, pe 395. 


Appraisal estate of James Copher. June 29, 1796. Appraisers, 
John Holliman, simmons Gwaltney and John wombwell. — 
I, of We. WLIL Bke ll, pe 5- 


bd ; 


Marriage bonds preserved in the Clerk's office prove the 
-marrlages of his children. . “ 


%&. O11f. ‘married — uray » a 

2. goanna : John Cocks of Southampton, 12-20-1783. 
&e Cloe : ndward vay, 10-26-1786. 

4. Mary 2 Jesse sdwerds, 417-1794. 

5. dames = susanna Brock, 8-21-1801. 

6. Ann t John Edwards, 3-5-1798, 

7. Sally 

8 winifred £ Daniel whitley. 


4 


On motion of Mary Copher (widow of James), she is appointed 
guardian to nhods, Jemima and Nathan, orphans of dames Copher 
aecd. James GWaltney her security. June 5, 1797. 

om BkKe, 1797, De KA 


On Sept. 5, 1796. the Court appointed James Gwaltney as the 
guerdisn of Ann, Sarah ond Ginnefred, orphans of James Copher 
decd. tilliam Gray his security. 


(James Cofer's second wife is culled Mourning in the 
minister s returns but the wife named in his will is 
called Mary. } 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 


CHAPEL HILL 








THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHAPEL HILL 


December 29,1943 


DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 


In going over the copies of records that you kindly sent and 
those received from Miss Reddy, I find several problems that you could 
possibly straighten out. Would you mind reading the enclosed memoranda 
and commenting on such inferences as I have made? It is only by making 
hypotheses and then checking them against the facts that we seem to 
make progress. A good deal of all this may turn out to be all wrong. 

I am surprised that the evidence is for so many immigrants when only one 
is found in Hotten. I should be glad to pay for some farther work if 
there is any possibility of clearing some of the difficulties. 


Sincerely yours, 


peer aa 
e Ee Coker 
ae Ree A req | 
Tan bk, Con . 


REC :m 


le eatedaeectnitd ®_ Bp an aes ew ee 
Bint OS ne | oe | nee 
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Memorandum Hegarding Early Cokers in America 


There seem definitely to have been three John Coker immigrants, although 
only one is mentioned in Hotten's list in the passenger list of a particular 
doate 

fhe first John Coker, whom I will distinguish as John Coker (A) came in 
the "Neptume* in 1618 and was “aged 20". I assume provisionally that he was 
the one who married Dorothy Bishop and that he was the father of William Coker 
(4). Hotten's list of immigrants, page 258, gives the name of John Coker 
"aged 207 listed in the meters of 1624. Since the context indicates that the 
age given for each one listed in the muster is the age at which he arrived in 
Virginia, the John Coker of the misters of 1624 could have been this one. 

That John could also have been John Coker (B) mentioned in the next paragraph. 

In an attestation of November 21, 1624 (Va. Mag. of Hist., Vol. 21, page 
62) John Coker represents himeeif as the employee\ servant") of James Harrisone. 
Since hie age ie given as 21, I designate this John Coker (B). This John was 
later the employee of Justinian Cooper who married Harrisone's widow. Was he 
also the employee still later of Willie nae or of Nelson (Va. Mag. of 
Hist., Vol. 24, page 240)? If the court record meant merely to indicate that 
John Coker was at least 21 years old and not actually 26, this might have deen 
the same ac John Coker (A). ME could not have been the John mentioned in the 
next paragraphe 

John Coker (C) aged 21 years came on the “Plaine Joan" 15, May, 1635 (Hotten’s 
list, page 79). 

I seen to find in the material before me no resords of the next two or three 
decades which could not have applied to one John. I lose track of the other two. 


Perhaps Mre. Chapman has data to differentiate the further records. 


Ze 


There seem definitely to have been three William Corkers in the fairly 
early days, two of which were captains and both prominent. I shall try to 
distinguish these as (A), (B) and (C). 

There was William, son of John Corker and brother of another John Corker, 
and I assum, provisionally, that he was the ove who was a member of the House 
of Burgesses in 1667-58. This William is also called William Coffer. John 
Corker, the father, was member of the House of Burgesses, 1656-57, and I 
assume that he was John (A) and the father of William. As to thie Williem, 

I see no record of marriage, children, will or death that oan be definitely 
related to him. Both Hrs. Chapman and Hisa Reddy give the date of his death 

as fone There is a captain (7) William Corker whom I shall designate as (B) 

who was the son of John and Dorcas Corker, who married lucy White, and left 

three daughters, Suzanna Branch, Judith Clay and Lucy Jordan (their married 
names). His will was written while he was i111 at the house of Judith Clay 

12, February, 1665, was proved by September, 1677, and was administered by his son- 
in-law, George Branch, who was granted Commission of Administration, July, 1667. 
He left no sonse He administered the estate of William White, presumably an 
uncle or cousin,with record of October 80, 1677, and “probate granted" 30, December, 
1677. Obviously, these court records were made after his death, but it seems 
impossible that he could have been the William Corker who died in 1775. -He=bedt 
iemeaee 

Commission of Administration was granted Mra. Elisabeth Cocker on estate 
of William Cocker, deceased 24, April, 1678 (records Surry County, 1671-84, page 
168 (269) ). This certainly suggests a third William Cooker (if the names are 


the same. The possibility oocurs to me, however, that the first wife, Lucy, may 


Se 


have died before William who then married lucy's sister, Elizabeth, to whom 
we know that he had made a gift of land, and that the second wife, Hlisabeth, 
may have, in some way, have taken cover the administration of the estate from 
George Branch. 

, Was one of these, Williang listed as headright of Wilkins (1637) and another 


“ean Urrtbvonwe warned ae Aneel 
of Nicholas Merriwether (1666)? 


he 


Memorandum Relating to Later Cokers in Virginia 


eee AAS 


We have traced back to Caleb Coker in Edgecombe County, Ne Ce, Miss Heddy 
has found in Essex one record of a Calib Coker and another of a Caleb Cockley, 
who most probably were the same person. Calib was bound to Ure. Keeling with 
his mother's consent under specified conditions 6, April, 1687 {Rappahannock 
Book 11, page 28). On the same page is the reference to the estate of Eiward 
Croker. Could he have been Calib’a father? In the same book, page 113, is a 
record of Ootober, 1688, of the binding of James Coker to Dorothy Ingram by 
his mother, Sarah Coker, who, by other records, was the widow of Thomas Coker, 
and who later (April, 1700) as Mra. Wyat tried to get James back from ancther 


pasty (Rappahannock Deeds and Wille, page 11). James had already passed by the 





h. 
record from Keeling to As Ure. Wyatt, she finally geta him 


free from what seema to have been a fifth party, Sarah and Thomas might well 
have been the parents of Calib,as well as of James, but have been more concerned 
about Janes y because of his remarkeble vicissitudes. Caleb Cockley was also 
an orphan, named for his grandfather, Caleb Lyon, who had left him “one mare boxe", 
and Samuel Tacker represented the orphan Caleb in court proceedings to recover 
in tobacco the value of the | , ie 

This orphan Caleb or Calib might well have wanted to move on from Virginia. 
Born somewhere around 1680 and dying in 1748 in North Carolina, his age would 
have been just right to have had a son-in-law as executor, as was the case with 
the Caleb of Edgecombe County. The first born of Caleb in North Carolina was 
naned ff Thomas. 

The only Edward I have seen in any of the lists, other than the Miward 


Croker whose estate is mentioned above, is a record quoted by Miss Reddy from 


5. 


York County, Virginia (notes, page 18) action of September 26, 1706, which is too 
late. ene se Cy 

As to the Thomas Cokers, we find that Thomas Cosken, of James City buys from 
the kellermans lande on Piscataway Creek in Rappahannock County 23, July 1666 
(Deeds 4, Rappa. page 85), This would put Thomas in the right region for Caleb 
and James at about the right time. We also find Thomas Corkens headright 
mentioned in connection with John Presser, above Vanzemond, south side of the 
river in Rappahannock 8, October, 1665. This is on a list in Essex County that 
was copied a good many years ago and there might well have been an error in 
the copyinge There seem to be no other Thomas Coker records before 1687. 

The next Thomas Coker records fall in 1697, 1699, 1699, 1699, 1701, 1702, 
1704, 1708, all in Rappahanneck. He died leaving a wife, Ann, and an estate of 
some value, but he signed by mark. The Thomas Coker montioned in 1665 could 
have been the same as mentioned in 1666 or a different one and either one could 
have been Ann's husband who died in 1708 or Sarah's husband who was dead by 
1687. Clearly, there were two Thomas Cokers or Cockens living in Essex at 
about the same time. As a matter of fact, there could have been one Thomas 
Coker, immigrant, who left three sons, Thomas, Caleb and James, the oldest song 
being the one who died in 1708. This is my present hypothesis. 

Let us assume very provisionally that Caleb was a son of Thomas and Sarah 
and a brother of James and another Thomas. Sarah, on the death of Thomas, had 
to place the two younger boys, one with Nrs. Mary Keeling, one with Dorothy 
Ingram. The contracts are differently worded in the two sases, but in both cases 
provided that each child shall be taught “to read, write and cast accounts” and 
to be liberated fully equipped with clothing at the age of 21. James was to 


have “reasonable employment" and election at leaving at 16. Caleb is heard from 


in Virginia only once more when, as Caleb Cookley, through Samuel Tfacker, he 
is suing Deniel Dieskins for a mere feud bequeathed to him by his godfather, 
Caleb Lyon, Daniel Diskins having “intermarried" with the widow of Caleb Lyon. 
We oan follow James some because he had, as a boy, a remarimbly checkered 
eareer, the subject of several court records. Four years after he went to — 
Dorothy Ingram, 1688, this orphan boy is being kept by Daniel Jenkins and 
the court legalizes the relation (1692). Two years later in 1694, Sarah, 
now Ura. Wyatt, ia trying to get him from William Morris who got him from Searles 
"under pretense*, and in 1700, she succedds in having him (ade "Pree and clear 
from John Sorrell". James | has the court habit. ke sues or is being eued in 
1704, 1711, 1712 and 1713, winning in the three cases where the sutcome isa known. 
I have no further records of him. 

Both orphan boye were, by contract, to be taught to read, write and cast 
‘ accounts. The contract seems not to have been kept in James’ oases: beeamer the 
adult James always signs by mark. The Caleb Coker in North Carolina signed by 
marks If he was the Caleb assigned to Mra. Keeling, the contract may not have 
been kept in his case either. 

Here is a possible lineage, but it mast be understood that more evidence is 
needed before it can be accepted. 

Themas C,. Immi 
| about or before 1665 
Thomas “Calet_ James 
| moved to N. C. 


Thomas moved to S,. C. 
| 


Thomas 
' 
"I Vvuieb 
James akib Thomas and others 
a | 
. Caleb Thomas 


and others 


Memorandum Aa to Coker Imaigrants 


three Jona (Crake) Coste) 
One came on Neptuno aged 20 -___” oe cease Y 
One was aged 2] in 16240 * 
One came on Plaine Joan, 1655 
Two William (Cockens) 
One headright of John Wilkins (634 
One hoadright of Meriwether (gs 4 
Thomas, headright mentioned 1666. dohn Prosser 
Henry, headright mentioned 1686. John Davis of Accomack 
Wethers, headricht mentioned 1657. Willien Bdwards, Surry Co. 
Lanestt headri ght in Lancaster mentioned 16652. Enoch Hawker 
George, sells land 1661. Tani grant ? 


Jenos master of the "ann", 1626. Settled? 


Te 


Wemorandum as to Terminology - 


“Servant” often means employes, as when employed as clerk or boat captain or 
otherwise. It may be said, however, that that term is not used in comection with 
any Coker or Corker who, in the light of present information, could have been 
in our lines 
"Headright” refers to the 50 acres allowed to each immigrant. A person could 
sell hia headright for cash or for his transportation. The buyer would have the 
imni grant’s headright. 

The spelling of names was very indifferent. Thus, we find in deeds John's 
name spelled John Cooker in the text and signed John Coker, or John Coker in 
the text and signed John Cooker. So also Coker, Corken, Corfkin, Cooker, 


Cofer, eto. very much mixed. 
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Letter from Robert .Coker -Chapel Hill,N.C. dated Nov.17,1944 
to 
Mra eF.Smith,New Albany Mississippi 


ae 
bi 
p=! 


"Dear iirs Smith: 

iL have read your letter of Oct.16th with a good deal of interest, 
altho it only raises new problems at present. 

I have a good many records of COKERS in Va.& in N.C. preceeding 
the move of our ancestor,Thomas Coker,from Edgecombe Co.NC to S.C. 
apnarently about 1740. 

In 1758,while living in Craven Co.S.C.(about Mars Bluff,we think) 
he sold his NC land in which his mother had a life interest. His 
father had died in 1748. It my be assumed that his mother,Mry, died 
8% little before 1758. 


I have no record of a Philip Coker anywhere. 
mR ; 


fhe Thoms/mentioned was foo old to have been your ancestor, Thoma, 
who had sons Noah,b.1793 and Hobert b.1798. His only brothers were 
fRichard & Janes.* 


*James' will mentions sons Nathaniel, William,Richard,Caleb(not lieing} 
David, Brimbly,James and daughters. This was in 1796(His wf.was ary). 
pRichard, "marrinour" left wf.but no chrn. This disposes of that gen- 
eration for the name Coker. There were, however,some other Cokers in the 
region. 


That Thoms/** whom I will call the second Thoms,had a son Thomas 
who would have been of about the right age for your Thomas but he lived 
in Darlington Co.(SC),where he had a grant of land and left sons Thoms 
& Caleb. 


Your Thonmas,of Pendleton Co.SC. interests me,because there are records 
in Cblumbia SC of a grant of land to THOMAS COKER in Darlington Dist. 
1789 June 26th,and of a grant of land to THOIAS COKER in the District 
of 96th " on the Hurricane Creek the waters of Saluda Hivert 1789 June 22 


This strongly suggests two Thomas Cokers in sc receiving grants of 
iand as veterans of the Hev.War. They could have been related; but 
could not have been first cousins, (see above). 


Have you a record of the land held in sc by Thomas Coker of Pendleton? 
“which must have been in the District of Ninety-aix. 


The name Thomas was not common in the Coker families generally in Va. 


That name,with James,ran regularly in the older generations of our 
line,which is as follows:- 
THOMAS COKER «arrived about 1666) - wife Sarah 
(had three sons) 








Thom s—=r£. = b-=wfsary...  4Janes 
(d.in Va.1708) (named for godfather ) (d.in Va.1718) 

(dein NC 1748) 
-had three sons-and several daughters:-—  __ 

Thomas-———k#ichard —""_James-wr Wary... AnneB. Sarah et al 

of sc dsp ( will above) 

had "Marrinour” 1796 

son 

Thomas of Darlington,SC. 4.1814 
had son 


Galeb of Darlington,d.1832 -my grandfather. 


pec letter 1944 from Kobert E Coker 
. continued. 


" There was a Thomas Coker,tithable in Happaha@nnock Co. (Va) in 1733, 
(or Orange Co.1739? or both) ‘as he the son of Thomas (d.1708)& Annee. 
or of James,bro.of Thos.& Caleb? Could he,or a son of his,be traced tos@ 


it is rather striking that your ancestor Thomas wad children namea 
Thomas,James,Ann,& Sarah (not uncommon names,of coursejas did our first 
ancestor Caleb--and that these are the only names we have for the " 
two American generations. 


If yourdg ancestor came from Thoms & Ann,or even from James,the co- 
incidence would be less surprising. 


This is only a lead.The dropping of Caleb in your line is not signi- 
ficant since tat was not a family name,but came from a g0d-father, 
Caleb Lyon. 


Have you tried Miss Daisy Bailey Vaitt,117 Woodburn Road, Raleigh NC 
She was working a few years ago for some Cokers in Miss. (you?). She 


mentioned Robert T.Coker(1797-1857 )father of James Alexander Coker(who 
married Sarah Elizabeth Sorsby}. 


“e have ubed Miss Mary Belle Delamar,Box 305 Raleigh but I think 
that she has little opportunity for oC records. 


Miss Ann Reddy,l005 E.Marshall St,Richmond Va. is good for Va.records 
If you find a good SC genealogist please let me know. 
I should like to be iggormea of any developments in four study. 
Sincerely yours 
(signed in pen) 
R.E.Coker,. 


ae N, 


Mrae Margaret Scrugys Carruth 
art lle ( scnap g COKER 39715 furtle Creek Blvd 
#¢.3 Box 62 Chapel Hill NC alias 19 Texas 
dated June 15,1954 
Box 5 Blowing xock NC. 


n irs Carruth: 
ty Sue ob" baal letter of J,,ne 9th today,it being forwarded to me at 
‘ : ddress. 
ed eT fear I cannot help you much,but you have given me some interest- 
nform tion. 

3 Let me say first that you should write Mra Blanche Chapman,Uare 
casonne, Smithfield Va.for information about John Coker of Brunswick. Or 
Miss Ann Reddy,ichmond Vaea professional (% Va-Hist'l Socty or State 
Lib. )might help.I do not think she was in our line. 

I knew that there zere two Thomas Cokers who had land-grants for 
services in Rev.Yar -one in NE.So.Car.Lieut.fhoms,our ancestor - 
another in Western S.C. (Ninety-six) I did not know of their relationship. 

Where did you get the Pension record? (NOTE: from Malcolm Balmer). ) 


Lt.Thomas Coker III was the son of 


Thomas Coker LI and Maryeececee (SHIOr?), who was son of 
Caleb Coker,will 1748; and we believe,grandson of 
Thomas Coker I of Rappahannock o.1670. 


Lt.Thoms married Mary Prestwood and died in 1814,Darlington SC 
his chrn were:- 
Thomas IV; Caleb II; & Preseilla(or fersilla,sometimes )& I 
think Mary. 


If the other Thomas(of Western SC) had a sister Prescilla,this 
is suggestive. (NOTE: it was his aunt Priscilla,not sister) 


We do not know now the bro.s of Thomas II. It is not likely that 
Joseph was a brother. If he was a first cousin of Lt.Thoms,he must 
have been a son of James & like Lt.Thos.JII.g grandson of Caleb of 
Edgecombe Co. (N.C. ) 

Caleb had six dau.s and three sons f- 

Thomas 1I...Richard (anmrently no chrn);...& James,who,as I 
recall,had a son Joseph. 

My records are now in Columbia,being copied for the SOuth Caro- 
liniana Library;a0 I can not check my memory 4t this tine. 

While we trace our ancestry thru Caleb IiI,Caleb IZ & Thoms III 
(wife lary Prestwood),it is entirely possible that ®homas III had as 
first wife his first cousin once removed(that is dau.of a lst.cousin) 
Priscilla Coker,dau.of Joseph. 

This would be clear if you have evidence that the other Thoms'ts 
suster Priscilla Coker married Lieut.Thomas Coker. 

In this case the Persilla of Darlington County whose church nen- 
bershipwe knov,might have been the daughter by the first marriage. 

The Thomas of Ala.(will 1618)could have been of some other line, 
or, possibly,he could have been the son of Thomas IV(son of Thos.IIT) 
who disappeared from Darlington Co.(some evidenced that he lived for 
a while in Sunfier County. He sould have gone on to Ala. )Lt.Thos.III 
died in Darlington Co.S.C. . . 

The point is,we are making progress. If you can give me more in- 
formtion about the pension-record I my be able to help more. 


Sincerely (signed -~&a11 written,above,in 
handwriting,green ink) 
PS.) There was a Thomas in Rappahannock R. E.Coker 


after Caleb left,I think, but have 


not proved that he was Caleb's older brother.He is not counted 
in the line given here. 


3715 Turtle Creek Blvd | 
Dallas 19 Texas 0 


fe, 
zl as 
Ad | 
ap / Sun.dune e7th 1954 





‘Dear Blanche: 


) You were 4 darlings to send me those (enclosed) notes to copy & 
| in returning them I'm sending what I have on my direct line. - 
If & when I get a look at the Pension fecord of Joseph's don 
Thomas( who did not marry,our redords say) Itll send a copy of 
same for your file,too. . a 


It looks to me Like Mrs Smith of Miss. must come Prom one of 
the other sons of John of Brunswick,will 1758/9,if «from our line . 
at all.  Mr.Robert Coker of NC seems positive his is quite dis- 
tinct,doesn't he? Maybe it was,but if I'm not misinformed the 
above mentioned Pension states that Lt.Thomas of Mars Bluff was . 
"cousin" of Thomas,the pensioner ~-and he or his father had mar- 
ried Joseph's sister Priscilla,born Coker & wed to Coker. 





Could be(?) Mrs Smith's homas was son of James(will in Greenville). ” 


She was so sure he was son of the Joseph of Iaurens SC,will 1792, 
it must have been ag great blow to lsarn Jospeh's son Thos,died unn. 
(if he did - that I can not state,only that our records so say,no 
will or "documentary evidence" that I now know of to "prove" one 
way or the other,unless the vension gives that.) ) 


If you have any other notes on’the John of Brunswick,1758/9 Z'd 
tadmire to havetem" very much...or any other Cokers. | 

If.at any time I can be of any assistance to you,it would make me | 
very haopy so to be or do. , 


| Here's hoping the painters et al are finished & "that's behind yout 
Mother's back still aches something fierce,a form of arthritis from 
Vitamin © defficiency,it seems,cureable -~& praise be if twill be soon, 


fry not to tax yourself any more than absolutely necessary..-Life be 
P these days seems to be increasingly difficult,doesntt it? 


CHEERTO & a million thanks ’ 
Same old love 7 Kisses 


F, 


PS Before I could get this off notes arrived from Hawali & are 
- 4 covy- herewith encl.also. ; 


j NOTES from Ses os 
Mrs! Chapman COKER Mrs Margaret Scruges-Carru 
Bo) ee Va. o715 Turtle Creek Blvd 
June 1954 Dallas 19,Texis 


Aeoee-Coaker meJane...Wwill 1651(sons Richard, Willia ohn). 
1 )J OHN COKER (Corker, Corcker ,Coaker-various ly’ apett mt tae dérer) 


bein Kingabridge,Co.Devon, Eng.1604-5(ae 20 in 1624/S-Hotten 253) 
deprior to 1677 March 20 when his sons inheréted lands 
Vaeland Bk.4:30] 
meDorothy ... dau.of Ann Harrison(widow)...ae 50 in 1659(Boddie's 
(Bishopp) Colonial Surry p.216 Taxlists.& p.59) 


had sons Capt. Wm. (d.1677 -will~leaving 3 dau.s =-no sons ) and 


2)JOHN COKER -(Corker), 
b.by 1623 (infant "Ca loker"-Hotten)...levy=free 1701 July 18) 


Surry Order Bk.1691/ p371 
dewill dated 1711 pro.1720 


mMargaret...prhaps Clay,& wid.of Stephen Allen,son of Arthur. 


. her will 1721/2 mentions won Ym.graon John & his sons 
Fr a7 1 Themes 


had (apparently) only one son 


3) WILLIAM CO(r)KER | 
b...estimated c.1665 E 
d. post 172l(date of Mother's will) d ‘ 
me Mary Cartwright -tradition says was dau.of Caleb Cartwright 
of NansemondjSurry Order Bk.1691 p 50. 
had(apparently) only one gon 
+ JON CokER —¢ 1L9S70 Mm. JANE Bennett 
&) JOHN COKER (COPHER?®COFFER eto. ) 
beee estimated c.1690 
dewill dated 1758 Dee 16 pro.1759 May 22 Brunswick Co.Va.3:390 
(Brunswick Co.Wills in DAR Mag.July 1935 p.439) 
Meeeeestimted ¢.1710 -certainly prior to 1721 when she witnessed 
wili of Margaret Coker. 
Priscilla...(tradition says Geddings (Gittings) 
( among several sons the Joseph of Iaurens SC.from whom I deso) 
eee following is what details I have on the family of 4)John...:* 


(1) Jonnd "probably& most likely is the John of Christian Co Ky 
with sons Wm.,Samtl.,& Jesse -likely others",..old letter 


(2) Joseph (sec later). 


(3) Priscilla’m.her"cousin Thomas Coker”, 
(presumably Thos.Lt.in Rev Vareson of Caleb), 


(4) William, "of Ola Cheraws,SC"by 1790 «had Francis, Nathan, Benj.& 
Henry-perhaps others. 


G 
(S) James -wf ann...wili Greenville CoVa. (DAR Mag.-May 1933). 
6 demc.went west -to Tenna.etc), 
(6) Robert of Iaurens SC. (said to have married an Abercrombie) 
had Harper,Philip & Robert & likely others. 


(7) Honour m. (perhans Drury) Smith 
(8) Mary ° MeessoeF Lloyd ‘ 


2 : 
Notes from Msc to B.C. COKER 
June 1954 


(2) JOSEPH 6 COKER 
b. Brunswick Co0.Vae...estimtbed 6.1725 
d.JAurons SC. will dated 20 March 1792 Rec BK.A.pe7l 


wife Mary ("Aldridge of Roanoke"Va.) wedeces? O1745e0. 
"youngest son,John Coker... 

° sons Drury & Colivin(or Callivin) ...extrs. 

®" gon Thomas (Rev War vensioner,did not marry)... 
Hlitnesses:=- Wm.Hellerms (Helm later sp. ) 


ThomeCoker & Martin Dial. 
{eldest son Wm.had been provided~for). 


wirittam 8 coxER 
bec21748/50 
aeWill 1630(Bk.F.p.312 Box 15 iaurens SC.) 


meil780 in Orangeburg Dist.SC .EBliz’th Honoria Garlington,b.1760. 
(only three children's names known to me.MSC) 


{a} Ann Amanda called "Nancy" meas his lst wf Isaac Dialj, 1 
(her cousin "Polly" dau.of Drury Coker,m." " 2nd ere) 


(>) James Geddings(said in old letters to have been named 
for William’s mother's father) -m....& had 
Drury, Nancy,James,Aldridge & William 


(o} Garlington Coker (1790-1856) m.1816 Martha Babb be1799 
hac 15 chrn. (ali I know about,anyway). 
Abner, Henry, Drury, Harvey, Fastings, Nancy,Kellet, 
John, Martha, Wiliiam,"Poliy" (Mary), Benj.Robert, 
James and Josepk(1G31-1906 d.in Athens "ex, m, 
hartha d.of Cotten Attaway & wf Mary Avery 


ANN asanpa® (enancy* COKER m.1801 Isaac Dial & died aft 3 
b.1784 March 24 after 11 chrn.only. 
2.1826 Aug.17 


son Capt.Garlington Coker Digl,b.1810,my ererfa. (MSC) 


Notes from MSC(Balmer). 


| sent MSC by Malcolm Balmer 
June 1954 en 1880 Ianilioa Place 
s Wahiawa,Oahu, Hawaii (1954) 


Revolutionary War Pension Claim S.30957 - THOIAS COKER. 


" It appears that Thomas Coker was born in Brunswick Cc. (Va). 
date not given.While vesiding in Surry Co.N.C. he anlished as a 
private with N.C.froops as follows:- 

“From sometime in 1779,3 months in Capt.John Hornts Compe, 
Col.Yim.Sheppards Reg't. Thomas Coker,a cousin of the 
soldier was Lieut.in this company. 

"From Spring of 1780,3 months in Capt.lWm.Meredith's Compe, 
Colonels Martin Armstrong,& John Armstrong's Hegtts.Col. 
John Armstrong married the soldier's sister - her name 
not given. Thedgsoldier was injured at the Battle of 
Gum Swamp. 3 

"after the Revolution Thomas Coker moved to Laurens S.C, 
where he resided for 22 yrs. He then moved to rrankiin 
Co.Ca.thence to Sevier Co.Tennma.,thence to Harlan Co.Ky. 

"He was allowed a pension on his application exeouted 14 
April 1834,at which time he was aged 73 yrs and resided 
at Yellow CreekmHarlan Co.Ky.where he lived for abour i7yrs. 

" He died 6 January 1835. It is not stated that the soldier 
was ever mrried. | 

" The above is the history of the only soldier named Thoms Coker 
found on the Revolutionary War Records of this Bureau", 


ECL PCCP reser es 2 2 oe 


NOTES: (by Malcolm Balmer, 1954) 
Lieut .Thomas Coker of Darlington District $.C. was son of Thoms 
Coker(son of Caleb),and his wife Priscilla Coker, sister of 
Josenh Coker the father of the above soldier. 


Colil.Jonn Armstrong married Jenette,dau.of Joseph Coker and sister 
of above soldier(Thomas Coker), Their daughter,Sara irm- 
atrong,married James Giddings Coker, her cousin(son of Wm, 
Coker & his wf.E.Honoria Garlington. Wm.was 4 son of Joseph 
Coker and a trother of the above soldier), 


Miss Emma Dial said another daughter of Joseph Coker married a Col. 
WneSheppard. Could this have been a son of the above Wm. 
Sheprard. It would seem that Thoms would have mentioned it 
if she had married his Colonel himself? 





Lt.Thomas Coker(of Rev Yar) b...d.1814 

married Mary Prestwood &°had (&Zchrn.} as follows:~ 
a).Thomas Coker (no further record) 
b).Priscilla Coker " ° " 2-18 
C).Caleb Coker b.1776 4.1833 Oct #5 meNancy McLendon,b.1775 ¢,19859 

had 11 chrn -as rie | Ser 
eBliz'th Darlington be L799 ago 
z nee! m.Delilah a b.1800-10-18 4.1847 


2).Caleb b.1802-9- 14 4.1869 
4).John Mark b.1804-6- 14 
5).Ann meJess Hudson b. LA06-2~ 14 
6).Hugh b.1808-2 14 4.1879 
7).Dennis b.1810-2- 5 4.1835 
8).Daniel b.1812-12-5 
* 9). Thos. m.RachelHollowayb.1816-6-10 4.1846 
10).Lewis Maxwell b.1819-10-15 44.1888 


lld.Josiah MoLendon b.1819-10-15 4.1892 Twins 


pe2.NOTES from Ba lcolm Balmer 


teml cd maken hséard VEM Jnee COKER Darlington $0 capt. 
eorldT eseolitnal O86l va. —.. 
SR Ubsbher dowate’, srghedigah had: - \ 


(1) John W. m.Sarah Byrd - had 3 chrn:- 
Alexander Coker m.Sarah Byrd -lived in Birmingham Ala. 
Daniel m.Bertha Reaves ~- lived in Rock Hili S.C. 
Schuch ~lived in Florida. 


(2 
(3) 
(4) Ann Mess sHOzE 
(5) Mary mo...@riges 
(6) sees Me.sCampbell. 
* 9).Thomas Coker m.Rachel Holloway - had 2 chrn:- 
(1) chilf that died infant. 
(2) Thos.Holleway Coker,settled at Society Hill S.C. 
m{l1) Elien Fart & had 7 chrn. 
m(2) Eliz'th Hart 7 had 1 child i.e.lewis Maxwell 
be 1699—-G-l toKkY. 
chrn by lst wf(Ellien Hart) 
Ledohn Hart b.1871 a.1920 
2eSarah Rachel b.1972 
3eThos.Holloway b.1875 
oe 4.Hannah Fountain b.187&8 4.1905 
— 5.Leon ¥. b. 1882 | 
6.Elien b. 1288 ad. 1889 
7. diu.edied infant. 


3).Caleb(1@02-69 )m. Hannah Lide(See "Lides Going West" for ancestry). 
chrn:- 

(l)Jane m.Dr.F.FeWilson 

(2)Anna m.Berryman E.Edwards . 

(3)Major James Lide m.Sue Stout 
(4)Cant.m.Caleb maeMary Erwin MoIver 
(5)Fannie &.John Stout 

(6)Charles - killed in Cbvil Var. 

(7 Mamie L. never married died 1929. 
(GS)Edward T. M.May Wilson 4d. 1933. 

(9 )Emma m. P.H.Rogers 
(10)Fiorence m.J.7T.Rogers. 


10}. lewis Maxwell m.1819 m.Sarah Griffin -no chrn. 
11).Josiah McLendon b.1819 m.“lizabeth Strother 
chrn:e- Catherine 
(l)Levwis m.Amanda /Coker,b.1845(dau.of Simeon"son of Priscilla 
"Coker, widow” & wife who was a dau.of Dennis 
Campbell & wf.Jane(Jean) from Soot,Simeon b.1840) 
(2 )George 
(S)Josiah b...d.1933 
(4 Henry 
(5 )Charles 
(6 Ellen 
(7)Lula 
(8 )William 
(9 )James 
(10)Julia m...-Vaughn of Hartsville,sc 
(11 )}%alter m.Sallie Ehlerbie.of Timmonsville SC. 
Belvo taoahe married 
l3 #e @686 6 


el Ee —“  — aS” a eee ————— 


B sent MSC by 
| Oolm Balmer, 1954 C OK ZR 
by m Notes sent her 





y4Mrs Chas.E.Combe,121 West Poplar St,Misrrisburg T11eDAR # 291656 on 
escent from William Coker. 


" Joseph,Charles & William Coker - brothers ~ migrated from 
Somersetshire Englgand,in the early part_of the eighteenth Century 
to Koanoke Va.( There is a town in this shire in Eng.cakled Coker - 
see Burke's Ianded Gentry,1671,also DeBrett's Peerage Baronetage & 
Knightage, 1907). 

" These brothers emigrated from Virginia to the PeeDee Kiver in 
South Carolina about 1740. 

"When the Kev.War broke out Charles & Viilliam took up arms for 
the Colonies,while Joseph remined faithful to the King -& being 
disliked by his neighbors & relatives moved to North Carolina,& after 
the war moved back to South Carolina. 


"Wi lidam Coker rendered militia service for the period of 265 days 


during the years 1780-81-&-82,as shown by the endorsement of the 
Auditor General of SC on vouchers showing that the vouchers were 
issued for pay €or services in tne Rev.'ar in S.C.(fhis information 
comes from the Sec'y of the Hist'l Comm" of SC). 
"After the Hev.far,Charles & William moved to Knoxville,Tenna. 
"William was married two times - had three chrn by his lst wife 
viz:= John..-e Jonathan... & Cumberland----- had 1 child by 2nd wf 
viz:i- William Ii.,born in 1765 near the Pee Dee Hiver SC 
-died in Polk Co.fTenna in 1850 
-resided for many yrsaein Monroe Co.Tenm.& 
Sraised a large family of children. 


-was married two tites,ist wf.maiden name beingCharle « 


-from this (lst) marriage four chrn were born. 


=the maiden name of his 2nd wf.was Catherine Huffman 


she' died in 1858...was tmur.in Concord Ill. 
-they were married in Hlount Co.Tenna. 


-from this marriage were born ten chrn.the 4th being 


John H.Coker. 
John H.Coker was born in Monroe Co.fenna on. Feb.15,1617 
-Gied in Hamilton Co.1lllinois Sept.i6, 1896 


emarried Mary C.Wilson Nov.21,1844 in MonroeCo.tTenna. 


-served as a private in Capt.Colwell's Comp.Tenna. 
Volunteers in the Indian Wars,honorably disc. 
Roll No.d1ll...widow drew pensiontherefor : 
untii her death in 1916 ---he drew pension 
®" his death beginning after BlackHawk Var. 
“hac several chrn.of. whom one was John WilisonCoker. 
John Wilson Coker,born lSy 22,1859 -father of Myrtle Coker 
| Combe - 


Coat of Arms:e 
Argent ona bend gules three leopard’s faces or 
in chief a crescent for difference. 
Czest:- Moose head,side faced,wreathed arg.&gules 
Motto:- Fiat Justitia 
Seat: Bichester House County Oxford 


Cc 0 : 


KER 
Combe TAR # 291656 \ 
Myrtle Coker Combe is the daughter of io 
John Wilson Coker b.e1859-5-22 m(1) Addie Rose,b.1864-2-8 
gon of 
John Henderson Coker,b.1817<2-15 
d-1696-9-16 m(1)16844-1l-21 Mary Wilson, b.1824-10-30 
.G.1916-1-16 © 


gon of m 0.1810 
William Coker,b.1765 d.1850/m(2) Catherine Huffman, b.1795,a.1857-11-29 
son of 


William Coker b.oc.1720,8c 1795 m(2)...c.1766 
: served as private in S.C. Militia. 
Material verifying these facts taken from 
Goodspeed's(Famhly Histories) Gallatin,Saline et al1.Cos p.686 
Burke's landed Gentry 1871 & DeBrett's Peerage stc.1907 


t _ Mrs Margaret Scruggs Carruth A, June 29,1954 
7 f 3718 Turtle Creek Bivd C OK ER 
Dallas 19 Texas é 
To Mr,.Robt.b.Coker 4 
Box 581 -Slowing lock, NC 


My dear Mr.Coker: | 

Since writing you,J*ve had reblies from the two others to whom I 
wrote at the same time I wrote to you ~- namely Blanche(Mrs Lewis Chap- 
man) to whom you referred me...and Malcolm(Mrs.J.i.Balmer of Hawaii), 
the latter having dome by far the greatest research on our(hers& my) 
Cokers,those in Western SC."01@ 96th" -&laurensSc. 

I am enclosing herewith my copies cf what they sent{which I an 
returning to them)with request that you. please send same back to me 
altho of course copy whatever you desire therefrom. 


If I said Thoms Coker,son of Joseph & holder of the Pension 
(S.20957 Rev tar Pension Claims Bureau) -copy of which Malcolm sent -~ 
was brother of the Priscilla who mrried her cousin Thoms Coker,] 
did not mean to - for Priscilla we his father(Joseph'’s) sister,and 
Thoms aunt..-ethig made the two Thomases ist cousins on Lt. Thoms’ 
maternal side of the Cokers...tho the degree of relationship on their 
paternal side I do not know. Itve qa atrong feeling it was also close. 


It is my thought that the James Coker whose will is in Greens- 
ville Vael7$%-11-30 pro.1793 wf.Anne (DAR Mag.1935 May p.295)} listing 
chrn: Themas;Sally;Dolley;lucy;& Betsy MafseyiMassey,of course), Pras 
James son cf John of Brunswick...and that his son Thomas probably 
was the Thomas of Ala.will 1818. 


Do you mow anything to confirm,or deny this? 


In “atera Gleaning in "ngeV.i:78 -the will of ifrs.Jane Coaker of 
oF aati pay smb or aa is given & it is very liluminating on 
the early CBEERS in Virginia -she names her son John's 3 chrn.John“, 
Tme (i.e.Capt.Wm.of Surry} & dau.“*flower" (who,I’m about sure was wf 
of Gaptevohn “hite}) - also sons William & Richard in Am.if I am not 
mistaken ese merchants on the itappahannock River,] presume. 





For convenience let us call John(son of Mrs Jane)"John Iie lst 
4n Virginia.) His wf was Porothy Bishonp, dau.of rs Ann Farrison <3 
muchmarried lady -i.e.Dorothy'’s fatner,then Senj .Harrison,then Jus~ 
tintan Cooper,then Cant.Benj.Sidway according to Eoddie’s Colonial 
Surry. This accounts for John Coker's being "mixed-up" with the 
Harrisons anc Justinian Cooper who minrrison's widow. Every tine 
a person went to fag &/@ime back,whoever paid the passage-fee coulé 
Claim “headright"-land(and it was not always the person's first cou- 
ing to Amthat the first. date of “headright issuance claims would ine 
dicate aee Sspecially if the “passenger” borrowed tho money to go on). 


John I & Dorothy (Bishoop) had two sons (mype twins) i.e. Wn & 
John II beby 1641 July 18lasn 1701 July 16 he was recorded levy- 
free - at least aced 60 or more...could be he was 
the "infant Calcker®” of the Muster of 1623...I think 
he probably was. 
will dated 1711, pr0.1720 
wife Margaret(mybe nes Clayguid.of Stephen Allen) 
her will 1722,a very old woman -names grersons. 
(an old letter says the Cokers & Ciays were closely 
related -this my be the “potnt of juncture’. 
| hiad(aprarently only one child)son | 
Willuam mary Cartwright -tradition says dau.of Caleb of Hansemond 


i PReliSC to REC COKER 
June 1954 


At this point the male line of the Surry COKERs is accounted-for 
because the will of the first William(of the 2nd generation, tho)shows 
he ~ Captem.of Surry ~ had three daughters only <0 sons. 


Willian’ JohnZ Sonn) is estimated to have been born 0.1645 & died 
d.post 172l(date of his mother's will written). 
m. date not known but if at age 20-25 could have been in 
in 1665-70, His mother name& only one son of his(if he 
nad others,me know not}. His wf.Mary Cartwright we've no 
dates no® factual data cf her people yet. 


had 
John*(williamw” John” John) 


De021665-70 
Medane Bennett, dau.of sishard, wil 1720(which names her 
(c.1685-S0F aons ToanSHober? & Richar® & dau.Magdalen). 


Gepost 1741 5 
5 ad son Thomas’,mentioned in Margaret's will 172l-2 & son 

John Jr mentioned in the will 1721-22 of “. 

beprob.d.16390 

meprior 1720(she wit.Margaret's will) prob.1710-5 

Priscilla (Geddings or Gittings) 
(grson James Geddings Coker named for her father). 
wili 1758-9 Brungwick Bik. 33290 
their son Josesh* mary Aldridge “of Roanoks" -my ancestors. 


Hotes from llanche give many of the desc.s of Thomas” (Later spelt 
their name Cofer). 5 
But of Robert’ or Richared” I have practidally nothing. Do you? 

As we are all trying to clear as fully as pnossible these varied 
descendant-lines,I feel it bighiy desirable each have copies of what 
ever the sther has that the “pooling” may ultimtely account for 
all of the dssce.s. “ith this wuch it ought not be an impossibility 

fpahking you for your splendid cooperation 


Cordially 


Mre Margaret Gcrugags Carruth 


se 


oe _ «a 


Mrs. Chapman - _* 
This material is herewith returned. It does not contain 
anything from Nertford and that section of North Carolina 
where a large number of vokers lived. I was really disappoint 
Also disappointed on the Grizzard and Woodward lines. I had 
gotten everything long ago on the Woodward that you sent. 


Hope the baby arrives when expected and without too much 
sidcomfort. , 


Sincerely, 


kdythe “hitley 





a> Mrs. Sdythe Whitley ~ 
ee 160) South Observatory Drive 
rs " Nashville, ales Tenn. 


January 8, 1960 


Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman, Ire’ 
“mithfitld, Virginia 









Dear lirs. Chapman = 


Back in October I sent you $15.00.for you to work on the Grizarad, 
“oodward, Coker, families, all connected and all from on the line of 
N.C. and Virginia. in youwr section. My client has been very anxious 
tg find out jist what you have been able to find ay add to what we already 
had on these families. 
Please let'me hear from you as to what you have been able to do 
on this that I may report same to my client. 


We have done no work on these famil’es since sendin: you the order 
and my client wants me to get what you have so I may proceed on them from 
here. 


I will appreciate hearinzy from you at your earliest convehience, 


Sincerely, 
. 
, 
ee 
mth if 
% 
ON 
ug Ng : 
Lf 
i 
ares. : 
he  * 
a ees 








